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BE STEADFAST. 
BY H. H, BROWNE. 


E steadfast yet, O weary heart, till lifted 

Is the dark cloud that veils thy way, like night— 
Until, ali danger past, thy bark has drifted 

Into the endless light. 


Be steadfast yet, O heart,—a little longer 

The storms will beat—the surging waves break o’er 
Thy trembling bark, yet let the soul be stronger 

As nearer comes the shore. 


Where thou shalt rest, O heart, amidst the glory, 
And peace and happiness thy toil has won, 
While speaks a voice, as erst in sacred story, 
‘** Servant of God, well done.” 


THE ARK BROUGHT TO ZION. 
BY H. J. VAN LENNEP, D.D. 


6) SAM. 6:1. “The chosen men of Israel” were the 
 notabilities of the entire country, both civil and mili- 
tary, from “ Dan to Beersheba.” More was made of this 
occasion than of the anointing of the king; the wealth 
and glory of the nation were displayed and a splendid 
pageant was exhibited to the populace, such as oriental 
grandees have always understood far better than any 
other people. The concourse consisted of 30,000 men of 
mark, besides their attendants and the common people, 
all the king’s guests and fed by his bounty, and they 
heartily and sincerely rejoiced, not only on account of 
the interesting occasion which had brought them to- 
gether, but also because their internal feuds were ended ; 
they had a good man for their king, and he had van- 
quished their national enemies, the Philistines, who 
were destined nevermore to rise up against them. 

(V. 2) Compare v. 4. “Baale” was the old heathen 
name of Kirjath-jearim, the “city of forests.” Ii is 
supposed to have been situated on the site now occupied 
by the village of Kuriet-el-Enab, or the “ city of grapes.” 
But the former appears to have been upon a “hill,” 
which is the meaning of the word Gibeah in v. 4, as it 
is correctly translated in 1 Sam.7:1,2. It lay at the 
western corner of Benjamin and Judah, and about ten 
miles from Jerusalem, which a common ox-cart would 
now pass over in about three and a half hours. The 
way is now rough and rocky; but there was anciently 
more soil, and even forests of considerable extent for- 
merly grew there. 

( V. 3.) The ark, consisting of a chest of cedar-wood, 
with winged cherubs of gold standing over it, had been 
twenty years at the house of Abinadab the Levite, who, 
when it was brought from Beth-shemesh, had conse- 
crated his eldest son, Eleazar, to its service. He was 


now dead, and his brothers Uzzah and Abio took charge 
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of the work of conveying the sacred coffer to its desti- 
nation. The cart used on this occasion was doubtless of 
the same construction as that in which it had been 
brought from the temple of Dagon,—and probably the 
same as the cart now used all over the East, and figured 
on the monuments of ancient Nineveh,—with two 
wheels of solid wood, bound with an iron hoop, and 
having the axle ends firmly fixed in them so that it turns 
with the wheels under the body of the cart. This is the 
only native wheel conveyance now used in the East, and 
it is drawn only by cattle, or buffalos. 

(V. 5.) All religious processions, and indeed every 
pageant in the East, is accompanied by instrumental 
music, sometimes with the addition of singing. We 
know that this was also the case with the ancients, par- 
ticularly the Egyptians, Babylonians, and Assyrians, 
and even among the Greeks and Romans. The musical 
instruments here described show that there was no mili-* 
tary display, for in such a case the sound of the shrill 
bhautboy always mingles with that of the drum. We 
have here a purely religious procession, in which the 
singing of hymns and the soft melody of stringed instru- 


| ments are, from time to time, interrupted by the shout 


of the multitude (v. 15, and 1 Sam. 4:5), the blast of 
the sacred trumpets, and the clang of the cymbals. The 
instruments here enumerated are usually made of the 
common deal or walnut of the country. But those em- 
ployed on this occasion were either procured for the pur- 
pose or belonged to the royal household. They were 
manufactured of odoriferous cypress, which never decays 
and still grows wild upon the cliffs of Mount Lebanon; 
and they were doubtless adorned with rare woods and 
valuable gems. There were “ harps,” which here prob- 
ably means the modern Tamboora, a kind of lute or 
guitar, with wire strings, which leads the melody in a 
band of music, and was probably the favorite instrument 
of the sacred Psalmist himself. It is often represented 
upon the ancient monuments, and has been found in old 
tombs in Egypt. The “Psaltery” is another stringed 
instrument, now called Kanoon or Santur; it is the 
original of the piano, and consists of a shallow box, 
with wires stretched across the face, and a sounding 
board made partly of wood and partly of the skin of a 
fish. It is tuned with a key, like a piano or harp, and 
is played with both hands, either with a kind of p/ec- 
trum or by striking the chords with small wooden mal- 
lets. The “timbrel,” or tamborine, is still very common 
in the East, one being found in almost every house. It 
consists of a bladder stretched across a hoop a foot in 
diameter, which has round pieces of tin loosely fastened 
in the rim, so that they jingle at every motion. The 
“timbrel” was used to accompany sacred song as far 
back as when Miriam led the choir of the Hebrew 
women and sang Pharaoh’s destruction in the waters of 
the Red Sea. “Cornets,” or “trumpets,” and “ cymbals” 
are still employed in the East. They are commonly of 
brass, though the former are sometimes made of silver 
and are three feet in length. They are now used only 
in connection with the sovereign’s person, but were 
sounded by the Levites in certain religious festivities. 
Cymbals are still employed in some of the oriental 
churches. A 

( V. 6, 7.) The “ threshing-floors” usually lie just out- 
side of the villages or towns, whose houses are always 
clustered together. The ground chosen is smooth and 
upon it is spread moistened clay in several circular areas 
each about twenty yards in diameter; this clay is 
smoothed with a stone roller, and left to harden in the 
sun. The sheaves of grain are thrown in heaps upon 
these smooth floors of clay, and are trodden by horses or 
cattle, or broken up by a sledge set underneath with 
sharp flints and drawn by cattle. During the season of 
harvest the threshing floors are places of gathering for 
the population, and the owners of the crops in particular 
remain day and night upon the spot, 

Such was “ Nachon’s threshing-floor,” so called; and 
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such too was the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite 
(2 Sam. 24:18), whereon was subsequently built the 
temple of Solomon. Nachon’s threshing-floor is prob- 
ably mentioned simply as a near landmark, and becaure 
there was a great crowd at that spot who witnessed the 
accident. 

The circumstances are minutely described. Ahio 
walked before the oxen to show them the way, occasion- 
ally stepping aside and touching them with the goad. 
Uzzah went behind, to guard against accidents, and the 
crowd preceded, followed, and surrounded this symbol of 
the divine presence, which had been given to their 
fathers four hundred and fifty years before. The oxen, 
or heifers (the Greek version has it ‘‘calf”) were prob- 
ably young and never used before (1 Sam. 6 : 7). One of 
them slipped or stumb!'ed, or a wheel went over a rock, 
almost upsetting the cart and nearly overturning the ark. 
The mere touching of the ark by Uzzah cannot have con- 
stituted his “error,” for the Levites always carried the 
ark (Num. 3: 31), and he had himself placed it a little 
while before upon the cart. It is probable that the ark 
had been covered with a screen to prevent the deadly ef- 
fect produced at Beth-shemesh upon the people who had 
looked at it (1 Sam. 6 : 19); and Uzzah was punished for 
rudely and carelessly uncovering it and thus exposing 
the lives of the e/ite of the nation. 

( V. 11 ) The “ blessing of the Lord upon the household 
of Obed-edom” must have consisted of some very striking 
events which occurred during the three months the ark 
remained with him ; it was probably the happy birth of 
several male children ; for he would seem to have had no 
leas than eight sons, if he be the same man who is re- 
ferred to in 1 Chron, 26: 4, 5. 

(V.13.) When the Shah of Persia makes his solemn 
entry into his capital after an absence, oxen are killed 
every few paces as he approaches the gate, and the flesh 
is given to the poor. 

(V. 14.) Dancing is still practised in the East as a re- 
ligious rite, by Moslem devotees called Dervishes, who 
are from the style of their performances called “ whirl- 
ers,” or “howlers.” Fanatical Christians also dance 
around the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem during the 
great festival of Easter. All these are accompanied by 
music, vocal or instrumental. The performance is con- 
sidered an act of joyful adoration, and the excitement 
produced by it is so great that the man throws off moat 
of his garments, “ leaps with all his might,” and often 
falls senseless to the ground from exhaustion. 

It may here be remarked that, in the cities and among 
the higher classes, the dancing is done by hirelings, and 
often by persons of disreputable character, while the rest 
are looking on. Michal had never before seen a religious 
dance; for women are not allowed to be present, and she 
caught a sight of the performance by stealth from behind 
a latticed window. “She despised the king in her heart” 
when she saw him in public without his robes, wearing a 
simple tunic, and dancing like a mere hireling. She was 
unable to appreciate his feelings toward the Lord; for 
she was proud of being the daughter of one king and the 
wife of another. 

Ingham University. 


AMONG THE CONVICTS. 
BY J, W. CHICKERING, D.D 

T fell to my lot, a few weeks since, to spend two suc- 
cessive Sabbaths in cities where state-prisons are lo, 
cated—Jackson, Michigan, and Auburn, New York. In 
each place I had the pleasure of addressing large and 
intelligant Christian congregations and Sabbath-schools 
of various names, Some of these were ynion services ; 
the pastors being present, giving vivid demonstrations 
of Christian ynion by sitting together in the pulpit, aid- 
ing in the exercises, and endorsing and supplementing 
the appegls made against that great obstacle to the suc- 
cess Of 9! Christian endeavor—intemperance, and the 

social customs which lead to and form q part of it, 
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In strange, sad contrast to these scenes, was the ‘ile 
tacle presented to the eye and heart in the forenoon of 
each of those days. The first was spent in the Michigan 
penitentiary, with its seven hundred and ninety-seven 
prisoners. Most of them were young men; some mere 
lads; of the latter some old convicts have been heard to 
say, “It is ashame to send those boys here.” So the 
officials feel, and doubtless the courts which send them. 
But what can they do? With crime increasing, prisons 
running over, and little effort by legislators toward pro- 
viding for classification and the reform to which it is 
essential, the prospect is indeed dreary. 

In this prison, laudable and not wholly unsuccessful 
efforts have been made by the late warden, Mr. Morris, 
heartily seconded by the chaplain, the Rev. George H. 
Hickox. It is hoped and expected, that under the new 
administration just inaugurated reformatory tendencies, 
instead of being checked, will be still farther developed. 
The buildings just completed are models of prison archi- 
tecture, and furnish every facility for efficient discipline 
and moral in fluence. 

Among the humanizing expedients adopted is the fur- 
nishing, to the well behaved, pet animals, in the care 
and training of which many weary hours are beguiled, 
and it is thought tender feelings awakened in some 
hearts long hardened against God and man. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the inspector’s report : 


PETS IN PRISON, 


What an idea! What have dogs, deer, rabbits, geese, 
turkeys, ducks, doves, and chickens to do in prison? Of 
what earthly profit can they be? People who have never 
kept any of these animals do not know one of the best 
pleasures of life,—one of the best morally, as we esteem it. “ 
What! these little, inferior animals infuse around them a 
moral atmosphere? Yes, we believe that a dog has some 
moral principles! We have quite a variety of these little 
peta, and we believe that with them we brought a new moral 
element into the prisop. No class of men in the prison are 
more fond of them than our old life mer. They seem never 
to get tired of them. They are companions to them in their 
lonely hours, their desolate life, and they manifest great 
concern at their loss. They never forget to take a few crumbs 
from the table for their cot of doves or brood of rabbits. To 
their call only will the little animals come, and from their 
hands alone will they take food. They fondle them in their 
moments of pleasure, and talk to them in their hours of sad- 
ness. This fondness for these creatures shows traita of 
kindness, few and far between perhaps, but still they are 
evidence of a love and concern for something in the midst of 
much hardness and obduracy of heart and spirit. Had this 
dieposition been encouraged and gratified in early life, per- 
haps the lives of these poor men might not have ended so 
sadly. 

The Sabbath morning following I spent in a similar 
institution, but much larger. Think of seeing and ad- 
dressing twelve hundred and nineteen convicts, packed 
together, a solid mass of degraded humanity! The 
grade from which some of them had fallen was indi- 
cated by the choir and orchestra. Imagine a well 
trained band of singers, with accompaniment on viol, 
cornet, and organ, and a solo sung in a style quite equal 
to average quartette singing in a fashionable church ! 
Count the kindred and measure the griefs connected 
with this little army of criminals, and learn anew “ the 
bitterness of sin,” both to the innocent and the guilty. 

And how do we know who is innocent, altogether, in 
this matter of vice and crime? Among the two thou- 
sand and more parents, whose sons are in this Auburn 
prison, are there none, beside those who are themselves 
criminals or vicious, who have reason for self-reproach? 
Have all exercised due parental restraint? Have none 
set unsafe parental examples? What a spectacle! Those 
twelve hundred, mostly young men, marching, with that 
fearfully suggestive—even perhaps degrading —lock 
step! “Tramp, tramp, along the halls they went,” till 
it seemed as if the youth of central New York were 
moving, en masse, to and from felons’ cells. 

The chaplain here, too, is faithful and earnest, and 
the officers co-operative. The Sabbath-school is—like 
the church we hear of, when an undesirable applicant 
was presented—literally “full.” It is limited by the 
space appropriated and by the numer of teachers avail- 
able, most of them students in the seminary. So we 
find the novelty of a Sabbath school requiring tickets 
of admission, and these greatly sought after and given 
to only two hundred of the most hopeful cases. Among 
the reflections forced upon the writer by these sad scenes 
and which he would gladly awaken in the minds of 
readers, are those suggested by the testimony given at 
both institutions, that a very large part—some officers 
said “nearly the whole’—of this crime and misery, 
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has been produced, directly or indirectly, by the use of 
intoxicating drink. Oh! that first glass; who will en- 
courage it, by example or teaching? 


SERMONS FOR GIRLS. 
IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


WAS struck by this passage, in a story for young 

girls, which I read the other day. The heroine, a 
bright unaffected girl, whom everybody loves, goes from 
a house full of energetic young people, where every hour 
in the day is occupied with some interest, and the whole 
circle are full of desires for self culture and for helping 
others, to her grandfather’s home, There she is the 
only young person. The heads of the family are ad- 
vanced in years, the servants have grown gray in their 
positions, and life moves on as silently and as easily as 
though the world were standing still. At first, our win- 
some Margery is disposed to fret over her enforced waste 
of time, but she sees, by and by, that it was not after all 
a waste. She was giving pleasure and satisfaction to 
the old people, in the only way she could have done so, 
not by interfering with their comfort, and setting aside 
their habits, but by ministering to them softly and ten- 
derly, and letting them enjoy her, as they might have 
enjoyed a song, & picture, or a flower. 

Youth is eager, and ambitious, and I do not think the 
majority of young people need to be cautioned against 
indolence. There is an abounding vitality in life, when 
we are young, which makes us desire to be always em- 
ployed. One of the mistakes against which girls should 
guard is one that has to do with the improvement of time, 
to be sure, but it is not precisely in the direction of its 
waste, There is danger that by having too many things 
on hand at a time, and by undertaking too many novel- 
ties, nothing will be properly accomplished. There is 
our friend Florence. When the water- color painting class 
was proposed in school, she was restlessly anxious to be 
one of its members, although her teachers pointed out 
to her that drawing was not her forte, and that she had 
already as many studies and pursuits as she could attend 
to well. But nothing would content her until her name 
was added to the professor’s list. She walked about her 
room, mornings, dressing herself and combing her hair, 
with imaginary fruit and flower pieces of her designing 
floating gracefully through the air, and in imagination 
she saw herself taking the prize on commencement day, 
for a wonderful study of pond-lilies. Like a half-dozen 
other beginnings of Florence’s, however, the water-color 
fancy soon ran its course, and her failures were consigned 
to oblivion in an ancient atlas, which has served as the 
retreat for some other hapless enterprises. I know girls 
who are always beginning. Now it is French, now 
Latin, now English literature, now natural history, and 
now a piece of elaborate embroidery, or an exquisite 
imitation of lace. It is quite right that they should 
begin. The trouble is that they weary of ¢ffort too soon 
and finish very little. 

It is not possible for one person to exhaust all the 
knowledge there isin the world on any given subject. 
The greater the attainments made by a scholar the more 
profound is usually his humility. The most learned and 
most useful men and women who have ever lived, have 
been characterized by a sweet and child-like simplicity. 
Mary Somerville, whose eminence in astronomy made 
her remarkable among women, and whose company was 
sought by the most cultivated men of her period, was to 
old age as unobtrusive, retiring, and gentle as a girl. 
You need not be afraid that you will grow pedantic, or 
narrow, by giving your main strength to some chosen 
branch of art or science, or by determining to explore a 
foreign language until you are at home in its literature. 
Probably, the farther you go the more clearly you will 
see that the road is long, and the end still beckoning on, 
but yet far away. I have no doubt that one of the 
charms of our heavenly home will be, that we will never 
stop learning, but may continue always to discover more 
and more of whatever interests and pleases our minds, 

So, to improve the time, I recommend your finding 
out what will be of most use to you, or what your bent 
of mind inclines you to, and then sticking to that. Do 
not fritter your energies away, and dissipate your vigor, 
by a great number of pursuits in none of which you can 
be thorough. In the way of recreation and change, 
there may be occupations which fill in odds and ends of 
time, half-hours before breakfast, scraps of leisure before 
tea, but let the strength of your life be given to that 
which you consider most worth your toil and pains. 

I cannot conscientiously advise you never to sit with 





folded hands, A great deal of what John Wesley called 
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the lust of finishing work isasin. Rest is a Christian 
duty. Besides there is a kind of activity which amounts 
after all to what may be styled, at best, a busy idleness. 
Girls, you may be employed from morning till night, 
but if the employment leads to nothing, benefits 
neither yourself, nor your homes, nor your inner or 
outer life of what avail is your energy? Or, if you let 
your surplus animation flow into a channel of curiosity 
concerning other people’s business, and so you become 
meddlesome and hypercritical in affairs that do not con- 
cern you nearly or remotely, might you not better lead a 
nun’s life behind a cell door? How many women gain 
an unpleasant notoriety, and are dreaded and disliked, 
or simply tolerated by their associates, because of their 
spasmodic and fitful interference with things that, after 
all, they might far better let alone! One honest, earnest 
beloved pursuit of your own, a study, an art, a house- 
hold interest, a mission or a charity would save you from 
this danger, because if you loved it, you would find how 
everything and everybody you met contributed to it, 
and helped it, and helped you. 

We have wandered, as my pen is apt to, from the sub- 
ject in hand, which was folded hands. Yes. Once in 
awhile be content to sit down andthink. Cultivate the 
habit of thinking in a clear sustained way, on some sub- 
ject which is higher than the trimming of a dress, or the 
shape of a bonnet. Give your friends the satisfaction 
occasionally of seeing you look as if life were not ua)! 
work, but as ifit had a margin, now and then, for leisure, 
I have sometimes wished that how to sit still might 
somehow become a compulsory part of the education of 
girls, If you think of it, you will be surprised to see 
how few of your young friends have acquired the really 
elegant accomplishment of sitting quietly for any length 
of time. Even in church some people keep up a per- 
petual fidgeting and changing of place, which must dis- 
turb their own attention, as it does that of their neigh- 
bors. No human soul grows harmoniously, without time to 
consider its relations to the world around it, and to God. 
I hope you will always improve some time by daily me- 
ditation. 

Do not underrate the importance of any work in which 
you are engaged. Whatever you are doing, do it, if at 
all, heartily as unto the Lord. To put one hand toa 
thing that requires both, is to lose time. Your work 
may be the homeliest household task, but if it ministers 
directly or indirectly to the comfort of the family or of 
any one in it, it is dignified work, and the time you 
spend in it is being improved to the uttermost. 


THE LESSON IN THE CLOSET. 
BY MARY P, HALE, 


i» ERE, first of all, should we bring the precious les- 

sons which, from Sabbath to Sabbath, are taught in 
our schools. If we would feed Christ’s lambs, and not 
merely gather them into the school, we must first be fed 
by him ourselves. If we would offer the best food for 
the minds and hearts of our pupils, we must seek it of 
the Great Shepherd. If we earnestly desire that the 
divine light may shine in upon the darkness of their 
souls, through the medium of the lesson, we will ear- 
nestly seek it of him whose office it is to lead “ out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” God can bless the 
lesson to us and fill our souls with heavenly riches, and 
grant us the power to impart to others. So that after all 
we have done we can only say, with his servant of old, 
‘Of thine own have we received, and of thine own have 
we given thee.” To him be all the glory. 

Do we teachers realize that we may bring weekly, if 
not daily, some precious offering to the Great Teacher 
in our preparation for the lessons of the week? Oh, that 
we might make this more a work of love; not a mere 
duty, but a joyous service! Who does not remember 
some special effort made in early years to prepare a gift 
for a dear friend? How much of our thoughts it occu- 
pied! How much pains we took, and how many vain 
attempts before we could produce anything which we 
judged fit for such a memento! Not an indifferent; 
article, but the very best we could devise—this only 
could satisfy. Perhaps it was the painting of some 
pleasant picture, or the shaping of a group of wax 
flowers; or some other daintily contrived article. 

An illustration of these truths came providentially to 
me not long since. A young artist was employed upon 
a piece which was, literally, a work of love, intended as 
an offering to the beloved of his heart. The task was 
difficult; but he wrought and applied himself to it with 


ardor. It was not toil; but pleasure, If any discour- 


agement or difficulty presented itself, the thought of the 
one for whom he was working was sufficient to enable 
him to overcome all and to gain success at last, May 
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~we ever work thus, dear teacher-friends, deriving inspi- 
ration even from him to whom we expect to offer the 
gift, Oh! to know the blessedness of this seeking; to 
realize the sweetness of those divine teachings which 
come in such quick response to the diligent seeker; to 
find, as you bend over the sacred page in the closet, new 
views of heavenly truth unfolding, new gems of divinest 
lustre, new knowledge of Jesus, and happy thoughts of 
God in all—all this surely is worth some sacrifice of ease ; 
some setting aside of worldly occupations. By medita- 
tion we may draw from far down the depths of some 
sacred truths, and discern much which we never saw be- 
fore ; but it is God alone who, by his Spirit, can impart 
some glimpses of the height and breadth and depths of 
many which eternity only can fully unfold. 


SACRED PARTNERSHIPS. 
BY THE REV. N. D, WILLIAMSON, 
UR union revival meeting was held in the Baptist 
church last evening. The building was crowded in 
every part, and the Spirit of God witnessed to the truth, 
so that many were led to use the words of the text, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner,” as the prayer of their hearts, 
and to press forward to the seats vacated for the “ in- 
quirers.” At the second meeting, held for the guidance 
of seeking souls into the kingdom of Christ, a minister 
of the Reformed church presided. A prominent and 
esteemed business man, past middle life, had just made 
his first public acknowledgment of the claims of Jesus, 
and told how hard it was to get out of his life-long ne- 
glect of spiritual religion, asking the help of God’s 
people to carry out his desire to live for the good of the 
world and the honor of the Master always; and some of 
his business associates had sprung to their knees to 
comply with his request. 

Then a sunny-faced boy of fourteen ro-e to his feet at 
the request of the leader, and told how precious Jesus 
had lately become to his soul; how happy he was, and 
how earnestly he cculd testify to his many companions 
seated around him, that Jesus would give them new 
hearts if they asked him sincerely. Ina moment after, 
one of the Methodist pastors was on his feet and said, 
“T want to tell a fact in the history of this dear boy, 
that he will be surprised to hear has come to my knowl- 
edge. It was told me by a lady of my church whose 
children were his playmates. A few years ago, the 
Sunday-school teacher of our young beother, who was a 
member of the Presbyterian Sabbath-school, said to 
him, ‘If you ever want to enter into the kingdom of 
God you must read the Bible a great deal, for that is 
the guide of all who enter that kingdom.’ He told his 
playmates what the teacher had said, and they, five of 
them, agreed to read the Bible every day, and to read it 
all, that they might know how toenter into the kingdom 
of God. And now the last and youngest of the five, the 
one who carried the teacher’s message to the others, 
has entered into the joys of that kingdom.” 

A mother in Israel arose next. During an afternoon 
call, sbe had told how her soul bad leaped with joy on 
last Sabbath, when the Sunday-school lesson had brought 
to her view as she had never seen it before, the glorious 
fact that a woman was the first herald commissioned by 
the arisen Redeemer ; and had expressed her regret that 
a severe palpitation of the heart prevented her from 
using her voice for the Master in the gatherings of his 
people. But this raising the gratitude of her spiritual 
heart stilled the beatings of her physical heart, as she 
arose to tell of the mercies of her covenant-keeping God. 

“T want to testify of the goodness of the prayer- 
answering God. Forty years ago I gave myself and all 
that belonged to me to my God in faith. And I have 
received such wonderful answers to my prayers, that I 
believe and am assured that all my children and my 
children’s children will be among the ransomed.” 

No wonder that this godly woman who had in years 
gone by as some of us know, received spiritual answers 
to her persistent prayers that were well-nigh miraculous, 
could not keep her seat now, for the boy in whom we 
were all so much interested was her grandson. 

Sacred partnerships thus exist in the saving of souls, 
not only between the Redeemer and his people, but also 
between themselves. There was a Presbyterian Sunday- 
school teacher, and probably none of those present knew 
her name, who had sent a blessing through this boy into 
other families and churches, and into his own soul also, 
by her judicious counsel. Here was a praying grand- 
mother, whose earnest supplications during his life-time 
were now answered in the salvation of her dear boy. 
Here was his loving pastor with a glad heart over the 
fruitage of the labors he had put forth. Here were the 
pastors of several other churches made happy by this 
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scores of godly men and women and children, rejoicing 
together with the angels, over this latest trophy of the 
Redeemer’s love. 

This sacred partnership into which every true Sunday- 
school teacher enters, is both very comforting and very 
encouraging. It precludes failure, where there are 
honest endeavor and earnest faith. God will couple 
with these all the sympathies and prayers, and labors of 
others that are necessary to secure the glorious fruitage. 


THE MERITS OF CHRIST FOR NOTHING. 
BY WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


“The merits of Christ for nothing; large, and white, and fair.” 
—Samuel Rutherford. 


NHE merits of Christ for nothing; 


Large, and white, and fair; 
I sm bidden to come to the supper, 


And that is the robe I’ll wear! 
Woven in light—pure and white— 
A princely robe to bear ;— 
The merits of Christ for nothing, 
Large, and white, and fair! 


He'll honor the robe he gave me 
With his own royal hand; 

And smile when he sees me enter 
As one of his ransomed band. 

Children of light! clothed in white, 
As in your ranks I stand— 

He'll honor the robe he gave me 
With his own royal hand, 


The sweetest hope I have cherished 
Is, now, to be saved by grace; 
That vainest of hopes has perished— 
Through works to see God’s face. 
The robe of Christ, his worth unpriced, 
Here all my trust I place !— 
The sweetest hope I have cherished 
Is, now, to be saved by grace! 


HINTS TO MOTHERS. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 

| many homes possibly the only paper that the busy 

and he)p-needing mother finds time to read is THE 
Sunpay ScHoou Times. And, perhaps, she being a Sun- 
day-school teacher, this paper travels with her from 
sitting-room to kitchen, and the youngest child knows, 
when mamma is tired, and throws herself on the sofa to 
rest, what she means by “ Bring me my paper, dear.” 
Now, to these mothers, I, a young mother myself, would 
like to give a few suggestions. 

First, as to teaching your children to read. The plan 
I follow, and would suggest, is not original, being spoken 
of in Dr. Guthrie’s Life; but many may meet these lines 
to whom the reading of Guthrie’s Life is as impossible as 
—well,a trip to the Centennial Exhibition. Buy a copy 
of the Book of Proverbs, in very clear type (price from 
ten to fifteen cents), give it to your little five-year old— 
indeed one of mine, not four, has his—as his own book. 
Show him his name clearly printed on the fly-leaf. Now 
take the child’s slate, and say, “ Darling, if you will 
study with mamma every morning, for three or four 
days, then you shall begin to read this book; it is full of 
verses that you can easily remember, and I will teach 
you a nice game with some of the verses.” If I can 
judge by my own boy, he is wide-awake and anxious for 
his first lesson; but it will be advisable for you to have 
“something else to do,” as the talk has been enough 
just now. 

When next you can sit down, call the boy, and print 
on the slate the word dog. I advise small letters used 
at once. “ Willie, that is the name of something that 
takes care of the house while we are asleep.” Now my 
boy promptly said, “God!” Rather taken aback, I ex- 
plain, ‘‘ Oh, no, an animal.” “ Dog,” he answers quickly. 
“Yes, that is just dog. Now, do you want me to write a 
dog or the dog?” You let him choose, and then gay, 
‘ Now, watch me, Willie, and see if I write the same 
word, “ Dgo.” 

“ Why, mamma, that’s not it.” 

“Take the pencil and show me the difference.” 

In this way he will soon learn that word, though he 
has never been bothered by an alphabet. Now, if he is 
still interested, tell him to call his pet, “ pure mongrel ;” 
and while he is gone print, “ The dog is in the room.” 

“Now, Willie, where is the dog?” 

He answers, ‘In the room.” 

“T have written just what you said.” 

After transposing these words a few times, Willie has 
had lesson enough. Keep up these slate lessons for 





three or four days, till Willie is accustomed to reading 





print. Don’t be afraid of long words, for the child will 
especially erjoy and remember such; but be sure he 
understands every word. On the fifth or sixth day you 
can let him bring out his own Book of Proverbs, and 
open it at, say, the fifteenth chapter. Willie’s delight is 
pleasant to behold, as you point to the first word, and he 
“reads it alone.” “A.” Point carefully, and let him 
repeat, “soft answer.” It will not take more than a 
minute, and then you can ply your needle as you ex- 
plain each word. 

““Do you know anything soft, Willie?” He suggests 
baby’s cheek or a pillow. 

“Yes; but when baby’s asleep, how do yon play? Yes, 
you speak softly, and when little brother calls you you 
must answer softly. Give him a ‘soft answer;’ but, 
Willie, did you ever hear of a boy giving another boy a 
real scolding? Suppose (Willie does love to suppose) 
that a little boy named Freddie had broken his brother 
Dave’s slate, how would Dave feel?” 

“Mad, and wouldn’t he scold !” 

* Well, you know what I think about scolding; but 
if Freddie wants to make him ashamed of being so 
angry, what had he better do?” 

“ Tell his mother.” 

“Yes, perhaps; but Solomon tells Freddie another 
way here. He says, ‘a soft answer’ (a kind answer, ‘I’m 
sorry I broke your slate Dave, and I'll ask papa to give 
you another ’), ‘ turneth away wrath,’ which means anger. 
Dave’s anger was all turned away from Freddie when he 
answered him so softly; but I have heard a little boy, 
when his brother was angry, answer him crossly, and, 
oh! perhaps you will hardly believe it, Willie, before 
their mamma could get to them they had struck one 
another. Now, Solomon knew all about that, for he had 
been a little boy, and he had had little boys, and be- 
sides, you know, God had taught him, so he says—‘ but 
grievous words’—words that yrieve, that hurt the one 
you are talking to—‘siir up anger.’ Now, you know, 
when the water in that deep mud-puddle by the gate (I 
hope, patient reader, that your gate has no puddle by it, 
mine had) was left quite still it looked rather clear, but 
what did you and Tommy do this morning?” 


“ Stirred it all up with a stick, and made—” 

“ Yes, that’s what I wanted you to understand. You 
stirred it. Now your heart is all still and pleasant, but 
if baby should tear this new book your heart would get 
all stirred up, and then cross words would only stir up 
your anger more. Now, darling, will you read it again, 
because you know what it means.” 

Let him read it carefully, forwards and backwards, 
several times; and, perhapr, toward evening,—for this 
first lesson should always be in the morning while the 
child is fresh,—he will be delighted to show papa, or 
some friend, how many of the words he knows pointed 
out at random. 

As I can speak with freedom to strangers I will tell 
you of an inc’dent that shows how these little ones re- 
ward the mother for a]l this trouble. After reading the 
verse my boy looked up at me, and said, “Mamma, I 
think you always remember that.” A better judge than 
he knows how often I forget it, but it warmed and en- 
couraged my heart. 

Day by day take a verse, and in a week or two take 
two verses, and then three—not more than that. 
Let me assure you that the mother learns as much 
as the child, and great good as well as amusement 
comes from these readings and proverbs. I shall not 
scon forget an incident in my own teaching. It had 
been a very sad morning, for I had found that my little 
son had deceived me as to something that had occurred 
out of my sight. It was by a mere chance (as we fool- 
ishly say) that I discovered the lie. His father had 
punished him, and I sat sewing, too sad to call him to 
his lesson, and not feeling guided to talk to him of his 
fault. I thought, “ The boy must learn to read, no matter 
how I feel ;’’ so I called him and found the place, I must 
now mention that of late my boy points himself, I only 
looking at the book when he hesitates. He read, ““Wealth 
maketh many friends ; but the poor is separated from his 
neighbor.” “A false witness shall not go unpunished,” 
All these were old words and he read without my help, 
the color slowly mounting to his very hair, “ And he 
that speaketh lies shall not escape.” 

I confess I was as startled as the child; it seemed as 
if God spoke. I looked at him and his whole face was 
trembling with expression. “ Willie, do you want mamma 
to pray that you may escape?” 

“Oh! please do.” 

We went into another room and kn-lt down; and 
then, with both hearts comforted, came back to our 
reading. That verse had been explained by God’s Spirit. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1876.) 


7. Feb. 13.—Saul and his Sons SIAIN.........00..cscecsesreeeee 
8. Feb, 20.—David Established King...............00esss00 
9. Feb, 27.—The Ark brought to ZiOM..........seereees 
10. March 5.—God’s Covenant with David vee 
11, March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion.................++ 
12. March 19.—Absalom’s Death 
18. March 26.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 








LESSON 9, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1876. 
Title: THE ARK BROUGHT TO ZION. 


GOLDEN TEXT: THe LorRD HATH CHOSEN ZION: 
HE HATH DESIRED It FOR HIS HABITATION.—Psalms 
132: 18. 

HOME READINGS, 


Monday, Feb, 21: 2Sam,.6:1-15. The power of God's presence. 
Tuesday Feb, 22; Ex. 40: 17-21; 83-388. The ark in the tabernacle. 
Wednesday, Feb. 25: Josh, 6: 8-20. The ark at Jericho. 
Thursday, Feb. 24: 1 Sam. 4: 1-11. Captured by the Philistines. 
Friday, Feb. 25: 1 Sam. 5: 1-12. Taken from city to city. 
Saturday, Feb. 26: 1 Sam. 6: 1-21, Sent to the land of Israel. 
Sunday, Feb. 27; Psalm 132: 1-18. God’s choice of Zion. 

LESSON TEXT. 

25am. 6: 1-15.) 

1. Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, 


thirty thousand, 

2. And David arose, and went with all the people that were with 
him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, 
whose name is called by the name of the Lorn of hosts that dwelleth 
between the cherubii. 


%. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it 
out of the house of Abinidab that wasin Gibeah: and Uzzah and 
Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

i. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was 
at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the 
ark. 

5. And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lorp 
on all manner of instruments made of tir wood, even on harps, and on 
psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. 


6. And when they came to Nachon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put 
forth Ais hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it: for the oxen 
shook it. 

7. And the anger of the Lorp was kindled against Uzzah, and God 
smote him there for Ais error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

8 And David was displeased, because the Lorp had made a 
breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perez- 
uzzah to this day. 

9, And David was afraid of the Lorp that day, and said, How 
shall the ark of the Lorp come to me? 

10, So David would not remove the ark of the Lorp unto him into 
the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obed- 
edom, the Gittite. 

11. And the ark of the Lorp continued in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months: and the Lorp blessed Obed-edom, and all 
his household. 

12. And it was told king David, saying, The Lorp hath blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto bim, because of 
the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from 
the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness, 

13. And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the Lorp 


had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. 
14. And David danced before the Lorp with all his might; and 
David was girded with a linen ephod, 
15, So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the 
Lorp with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet, 
EXPOSITION. 


BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


N preparing the lesson, the teacher should study care- 
fully the parallel passages in chapters 13, 15, and 16 
of 1 Chron. Read also Psalms 24, 68, 182. 


EXPLANATIONS. 

2. From Baale of Judah. 1 Chron, 13:6; also Josh. 
15: 9,60. Kirjath-Jearim: a town of Judah, near the 
borders of Benjamin ; about ten miles from Jerusalem. 

8. In Gibeah, Marginal rendering “in the hill” 
(1 Sam. 7: 1). 

5. Fir wood, A different reading is given in 1 Chron. 
13: 8, viz: “ with all their might.” 

6. The ark of God. See that the class understands its 
structure and use, Point out the allusion of the phrase 
“ between the Cherubim.” Describe the character of a 


Jewish “ threshing-floor.” 


THE CONNECTION, 


David had now subdued his foes, organized his govern- 
ment, selected his capital, and erected his palaces. His 
next great step was to re-establish the national religion, 
which had fallen into confusion and decay in conse- 
quence of separation of the ark of God from the taber- 
nacle, ever since the profligate sons of Eli carried it to 
the field of battle whence it was taken by the Philistines. 
David therefore “ prepared a place for the ark of God 
and pitched for it a tent ;” and then he made all neces- 
sary arrangements for bringing the ark to Jerusalem. 
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An account of this grand national solemnity is given in 
THE LESSON, 


We have five scenes: (1) Theark removed; (2) Uzzah 
smitten ; (3)David afraid ; (4) Obed-edom blessed ; (5) 
the ark placed. 

1, THE ARK REMOVED (1-5). 


1. The convocation. David having taken counsel of all 
his officers and chief men, called a large assembly of 
representatives from every part of the land, and of the 
priests from all their cities. On many previous occa- 
sions had the nation assembled; but never before in 
such numbers or for such a purpose. Patriotism and 
piety alike moved the hearts of the people. It was a 
solemn meeting of deep religious import and great 
national importance. When the king announced his 
purpose of bringing the ark of God to the capital, we 
can imagine the enthusiasm with which the proposal 
was greeted. 

2. The march. The monarch at the head of thirty 
thousand chosen men, in regular array, with music and 
banners, proceeds in state to the ancient “city of the 
wood,” vast crowds of spectators, gathered all along the 
line of march, greeted the advancing columns with 
shouts of glad acclamation. 

3. The moving of the ark. A new cart, which had never 
been used for any other purpose, is brought, and the ark 
placed upon it. This is done in reverent respect for the 
sacred symbol, but it should not have been employed at 
all, as it was the duty of the priests to bear the ark upon 
their shoulders. (Numb. 7:9.) When they leave the 
house of Abinadab, on the hill, where the ark had re- 
mained for about seventy years, his two sons, or descend- 
ants, Uzzah and Ahio, accompanied the ark, leading the 
oxen which drew the cart. 

4, The procession. When everything is ready, due 
notice is given by the blast of a trumpet and the whole 
army fall into order, while bands of music, having all 
kinds of instruments, led by the gifted monarch himself, 
p'ay before the Lord and praise him in a psalm or 
song prepared for the occasion. The magnificent and 
gorgeous procession is drawing near the city when it is 
interrupted by a sad and memorable incident. 


il. UZZAH IS SMITTEN (6-7). 


1. His fault, In their progress, they pass a threshing- 
floor; and the oxen perhaps turning aside to snatch at some 
of the grains lying upon it, stumble and shake the cart. 
Uzzah hastily took hold of the ark fearing it might be 
injured. This was an act strictly forbidden on pain of 
death. (Numb. 4:15.) With this law Uzzah, as a priest, 
should have been familiar, as also with the requirement 
that the ark should have been carried by him and his 
brethren, and not drawn upon a cart by oxen. 

2. His penalty. God was displeased with the conduct 
of Uzzah, as indicating a lack of faith, or a too officious 
zeal, and as likely to lessen the sacred reverence in which 
the ark should ever be held, therefore he smote him, and 
he died by the ark. The event was well fitted to make 
a profound impression upon the nation, and to deepen 
their reverence for God and the ordinances of his worship. 
The time and circumstances under which it happened 
gave it a wide and lasting significancy. Though Uzzah 
justly forfeited his life, by his thoughtless and rash act, 
and his death was necessary as a public warning, yet he may 
have been a truly good man, and received mercy of God 
unto eternal life. 

Ill, DAVID AFRAID (8-10). 


1. He was displeased, (Compare 1 Sam. 15:11.) Both 
in the case of Samuel and David, the feeling of grief 
was so keen, as to be akin to anger. The change of 
feeling is so sudden, from joyous delight to fearful dis- 
may, that David feels hurt, and, alas! for even the best 
of men is offended before he is humbled. He gave a 
name to the place, to commemorate the event. 

2. He is afraid. So oppressed was he by the manifest 
tokens of the holiness and severity of God, and so con- 
scious of personal unworthiness, as if he were no better 
than Uzzah, that filled with the fear of the Lord, he 
said, “ How shall the ark of the Lord come to me?” So 
Peter felt on one occasion, (Luke 5: 8.) 

8. He left the ark. While the tokens of the divine 
displeasure were so recent, David felt that neither he 
nor his people were in a proper state of mind to carry 
the ark to its place in Zion. He therefore takes it aside 
and places it in the house of Obed-edom, a Levite, which 
was at hand. With what feelings of painful disappoint- 
ment and solemn awe, the vast procession re-enters the 
city, and makes known to all the results of the day. In 
the palace of the king, in many a home, and throughout 
the host, there are aching, anxious, humbled hearts, who 
pour forth peniteniial prayers to him who dwelleth 
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between the cherubim, to have mercy upon them, and 
to lift upon them the light of his countenance. 

IV. OBED-EDOM BLESSED (11-12).: 


All we know of Obed-edom is that he received the ark 
into his house ; that he kept it there for three months, 
and was afterward appointed to minister before the ark, 
and to act as one of the doorkeepers for it. 

While the ark remained in his house God vouchsafed 
to him and to his special providential blessings, of such 
a kind, and in such a degree, as to lead others to make 
mention of his prosperity, in connection with his care 
for the ark. The family where God is worshiped is 
blessed ;—a consecrated home is a happy one. 


V. THE ARK PLACED (12-15). 


After the lapse of three months, David again made 
great preparations for bringing the ark to Zion. In the 
meantime, a profound- widespread religious feeling had 
been awakened, and the king called the priests and 
Levites together, that they might sanctify themselves for 
their sacred duties. 

1. David, with a great host, composed of men from all 
parts of the land, who had probably remained in or near 
Jerusalem during the three months, accompanied by a 
great number of priests and Levites, and bands of musi- 
cians, march to the house of Obed-edom, to bring the ark. 

2. The priests as directed in the law, take the ark 
upon their shoulders, and bear it out of the house, and 
proceed toward the city. When it is seen that God is 
pleased, and helps the Levites who bear the ark, David 
orders sacrifices to be offered. 

8. The whole multitude manifest their joy, with 
shouting, with the blast of a trumpet, with all kinds of 
musical instruments, and with dancing, in which the 
monarch wearing a priestly robe heartily joins. 

The procession enters the city, the ark is put in its 
place, burnt offerings and peace offerings are offered to 
God, a psalm of rejoicing and thanksgiving is sung, 
royal gifts are distributed among all the people—these 
glad festivities are brought to a happy close, the people 
return to their homes, and due arrangements are made 
for the future services of public worship. 


REMARKS, 


(a.) The public worship of God should be provided for. 
All should heartily engage in it. Happy is that people 
whose God is the Lord. 

(b.) The worship of God should be observed as appointed 
in his Word, The ark of old indicated the way to God 
by sacrifice. Christ is our sacrifice and altar, we can 
only come to God by him. We stand before a sprinkled 
mercy seat. 

(c.) Our worship should be reverent. The Lord our 
God- is holy. “Keep thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God.” Eccl. 5:1-2; Psalm 89:7; Exodus 3:5, 

(d.) Our worship should be grateful and joyous. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. He-is good, his mercy endureth 
for ever. We have access into his presence. He hears 
our prayers, and by his Spirit and Word guides our lives. 
Let us praise him. 

(e.) Every home should have an ark. God should be 
devoutly worshiped in every family. Obed-edom’s piety 
was a blessing to his household. Let God’s Word be 
read and his worship observed in all our homes. Chil- 
dren too should read God’s Word at home and pray to 
him. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 
TEACHER'S SCRIPTURE HELP. 
How to make the ark: Ex. 25: 10-15. 
The ark made: Ex. 37 : 1-5. 
Within the ark: Heb. 9:4; Ex. 16: 32-34; Ex, 31: 18. 
Ark, a guide : Num. 10 : 33-36; Josh. 3 : 9-17. 
Ark in war: Josh. 6 : 6-16, 
Ark taken: 1Sam. 4: 10-18. 
Among the Philistines: 1 Sam. 6 : 1-21. 
Consultation : 1 Chron. 13 : 1-4. 
Rejoicing : 1 Chron. 16 : 1-43, 
F possible, procure some picture of the ark; or, cut- 
line it on the board, recalling what the children can 
tell about it. An interval of several months ought to 
have added many new scholars to a primary class, so 
that to some this subject may be new. After finding 
what the children know about it, give a clear descrip: 
tion of 
THE ARK. 


It was a chest, or box, made as God told Moses ¢x- 
actly how to do it, of costly hard wood, covered with 
pure gold. Explaining with your picture, tell of the 
mercy seat, the golden cherubim, the promise of God— 
“There I will meet with thee.” Tell of the contents of 
the ark, calling out by questions what the children can 
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tell of the tables of stone ; how written; what on them; 
and ask of the manna. 

What did we learn of David last week? How old was 
he? What city did he conquer? What was the city 
called? It was the city of David, for he made that his 
home, and built a house there to live in. Though he was 
king of all Israel, he felt that he was a servant of God, 
and he wanted Jerusalem to be th: city of God, and to 
have the ark there for his worship. Where was the ark? 
Where had it been? Don’t some of you remember that 
in our lessons long ago we had the story of that sad day, 
when the old priest sat by the city gate, his head bent 
forward, listening for news from the battle? A messen- 
ger came running with torn garments and ashes on his 
head, and he told him there bad been a great slaughter 
among the people; that his two sons were dead, and that 
the ark of God was taken. 

Could the old man live after that? How did he die? 
What was the old priest’s name? What people had cap- 
tured the ark? What did the same people bring with 
them when they came to fight against David and his 
men of war? What did David do with their gods? It 
was not enough for David to destroy the gods of the 
heathen enemies; he wanted to set up in his owa city 
the worship of the Lord, who had saved him in all his 
dangers and had established him as king. 

THE CONSULTATION, 

David wanted to have all the people feel about the 
worship of God as he did. He sent for the captains and 
leaders of all the people and said: “If it seem good to 
you, and that it is of the Lord our God, let us bring 
the ark of God back to us.” They talked it over to- 
gether; probably they remembered ali the history of the 
ark; perhaps they reminded one another how it had 
guided their fathers in the wilderness, how that when it 
was carried before them Moses prayed, “ Rise up, Lord, 
and let thine enemies be scattered.’’ When it rested he 
prayed again, “ Return, O Lord, unto the many thou- 
sands of Israel.” Very likely they talked of how it 
rested in the Jordan and stayed the flowing river, and 
how it had helped in war. 

Around what city was it carried seven times? Who 
led the armies then? Perhaps David’s people were sorry 
they had neglected it so long, for he reminded them: 
“We inquired not at it in the days of Saul.” What did 
they resolve to do? The thing was right in the eyes of 
ail the people. Who should go to get it? David gathered 
all the chosen men, thirty thousand, the best and wisest 
of all the nation. Where did they go to getit? Explain 
that it brought trouble on the Philistines, that their gods 
could not stand before it, that they were glad to send it 
away ; and it had been left at the house of Abinadab, on 
a hill for many years. 

THE ARK ON THE WAY. 


Taey brought it out of Abinadab’s house and set it 
upon a new cart which had never been used before ; 
nothing common would do for such a holy thiag. They 
went with glad musie, for tue kins aid all the people 
joined in singing su: p.aying oa all kinds of musical 
instruments. What could David play so well upon? 
They had trumpets; and cymbals to strike together with 
a joyful sound; and timbrels; and psalteries, something 
like a guitar. So with songs and music they drove on 
with the precious ark. 

But there was a rough, or uneven, place in the road ; 
the oxen stumbled, the ark shook. One of the men, 
named Uzzah put out his hand to steady the ark; he 
then fell dead. Could not God take care of his holy ark 
without man’s feeble hand? Uzzah was punished be- 
cause he forgot the command, “ They shall not touch any 
holy thing, lest they die” (Num. 4: 15), 

David was afraid to go on, afraid of the Lord who was 
so quick t> punish sin. The people went home sad and 
discouray.d. David left the ark at the house of a man 
with a strange name; but what of that when God so 
blessed him and hi; household and all that belonged to 
him! His name was Obed-edom, vlessed because the 
ark of God was in his house. It staid there three months ; 
then David prepared a place for it in Jerusalem, and 
pitched for it a tent. 

THE HOME-BRINGING. 


David called the priests and the people together at 
Jerusalem that they might again go to bring the ark of 
God, They started, singing as they went until they 
reached Obed-edom’s house. There was no new cart 
this time to bear the ark. How did the priests carry it 
around Jericho? Explain, by the picture, the staves 
c vered with gold, as the Lord had given direction to 
Moss, it should be borne by these staves on the shoulders 
cf taa priests. David reminded them of the punishment 
when they attempted it before, because they did not do 
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3od’s work in exac ly God's owa way as he had taught 
them. 

Many of the priests took turns in carrying the ark on 
their shoulders; others were appointed to sound the 
cymbals of brass, some to play on harps and one to lead 
all the songs, “ because he was skillful” (1 Chron. 15: 
22). The priests were dressed in their white robes with 
breast-plates of gold and blue, with scarlet and fine 
linen. They wore embroidered girdles, and chains of 
gold, and jewels of precious stones. David himself wore 
an ephod of linen, like the priests. When they had 
carried the ark a little way, they set it down and offered 
sacrifices of fat oxen as worship to God. David was so 
happy that as he sang he danced ; while all rejoiced and 
sang and shouted for joy. Thus they bore the ark into 
the city. As they entered, King David sang and the 
people answered back, “ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
that the King of glory may come in.” It is believed 
that the twenty-fourth Psalm was composed by David 
for this occasion. It would be well for parts of it to be 
read responsively by teacher and assistants, different 
divisions of the class alternately repeating sentence by 
sentencs, each, after their leader. 

THE ARK SET UP. 

The great joyful procession reached the end of its 
journey, and the ark was set up in the tent David had 
placed for it. Then they made offerings before God, a 
worship of peace offerings and burnt offerings. As the 
smoke from the altars rose to heaven so the hearts of 
king and people went up in thanksgiving to God ; their 
gratitude and praise mingled with the “offering made 
by fice of a sweet savor unto the Lord.” 

Then David blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord, and provided a great feast, so that every one re- 
ceived an abundance of good things. Then he put 
into a joyful song words of praise which we can now 
learn and repeat, praising God for his goodness that he 
has taught us of his holy name. Much of this psalm, 
in 1 Chron, 16: 7-36, might be read as before. 


WHERE WAS THE ARK SET UP? 


Let this be answered by reciting the golden text. 
Explain Zion, chosen, desired of God. Tell how Jeru- 
salem is called “ the city of our God, in the mountain of 
his holiness, Beautiful for situation, the joy of the 
whole earth, is Mount Zion, ... the city of the great 
King.” 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 6) Baale...So David gathered all Israel together, from 

e “+ Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to 
bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim, 1 Chron. 13:5... And 
the border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim, Josh. 15:9 

To bring up . . . And the men of Kirjath-jcarim came, and fetched 
up the ark of the Lord, and brought it into the house of Abinadab 
in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar, his son, to keep the ark of the 
Lord, 1 Sam.7:1... And David said unto all the congregation of 
Israel... let us bring again the ark of our God to us; for we in- 


quired not at it in the days of Saul. And all the congregation said 


that they would do so: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the 
people, 1 Chron. 13 : 2-4, 


The ark of God... The ark of the Lord, 1 Kings 2:26... The ark 
of our God, 1 Chron. 13:3... The ark of thy strength, Psa. 132:8. 
rhe ark of the covenant of the Lord, Numb. 10:33... The ark 

of the covenant of God, Judges 20 : 27. 

Between the cherubim . . . And thou shalt make two cherubims of 
gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the 
mercy seat, Ex, 26:18... And there I will meet with thee, and I 
will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between 


the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, Ex. 26: 
22 . So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence 


the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth between 
the cherubims, 1 Sam.4:4... Thou that dwellest between the che- 
rubims, shine forth, Psa. 80:1, 

V. 3. Anew cart... And Moses took the wagons and the oxen 


and gave them unto the Levites . . . But unto the sons of Kohath he 


gave none; because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto 
them was that they should bear upon their shoulders, Numb. 7:6, 9. 

- And the Philistines called for the priests and diviners, saying, 
What shall we do with the ark ofthe Lord? Tell us wherewith we 
shall send it to his place. And they said ... Now therefore make a 


new cart... And take the ark of the Lord, and lay it upon the cart, 
. And the men did so, 1 Sam. 6: 1-10. 

V. 6. Nachon's threshing-floor ... And when they came unto the 
threshing-floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand, 1 Chron. 13:9. 

Put forth hishiynd ... The sons of Kohath shall come’to bear it: 
but they shall not touch any holy thing lest they die, Numb. 4:15. 

V. 7. God smote him... And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 
Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put 
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and 
devoured them; and they died before the Lord, Lev. 10:1,2... And 
he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they had looked into the 
ark of the Lord, even he smote of the people fifty thousand and three- 
score and ten men, 1 Sam. 6: 19. 


V. 8. David was displeas.d . But it displeased Jonah exceed- 


.. And God said to Jonah, Doest 
thou well to be angry forthe gourd? and he said, I do well to be 
angry, even unto death, Jonah 4:1, 9. 

V. 9. David was afraid . . . And the children of Israel spake unto 
Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish. Whosoeve 


ingly, and he was very angry . 








cometh anything near unto the tabernacle of the Lord shall die: 
shall we be consumed with dying? Numb, 17:12, 18... And it 
came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekronites 
cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark of the God of 
Israel to us, to slay us and our people, 1 Sam. 5:10... My flesh 
trembleth for fear of thee; I am afraid of thy judgments, Psa. 119: 120, 


V. 1. The Lord blessed Obed-edom . .. And Laban said unto him, 


I pray thee, if I have found favor in thine eyes, tarry; for I have 
learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed me,for thy sake, 


Gen. 30:27... The Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph's 
suke; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had, in the 
house, and in the field, Gen. 39:5... The keeper of the prison 


luoked not to anything that was under his hand: because the Lord 
was with him, and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper, 
Gen. 39: 23. 

V.13. They that bare the ark... Then David said, None ought to 
earry the ark of God but the Levites; for them hath the Lord chosen 
to earry the ark of God, and to minister unto him forever, 1 Chron. 
15:2... And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon 
their shoulders, with the staves thereon. as Moses commanded, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord, 1 Chron. 15:15 . . . And they com- 
manded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord your God, and the priests and the Levites bearing it, then 
shall ye remove from your place, and go after it, Josh. 3: 3. 

Sacrificed oxen . . . And Kiag Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for 
multitude, 1 Kings 8: 5. 

V. 14. David danced ... And all the women went out after her 
with timbrels and with dances, Ex. 15:20... And Jephthah came 
to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold his daughter came out to meet 
him with timbrels and with dances, Judges 11:34... Thou hast 
turned for me my mourning into dancing, Psa, 30:11... Let them 
praise his name in the dance, Psa, 149: 3. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY, 


) SAMUEL 6: 1.—Again.—(See Ch. 5:1.) The object 
& of this second assembly was to commence a national 
movement for establishing the ark in Jerusalem, after it 
had continued nearly fifty years in the house of Abina- 
dab (see 1 Chron. 13: 1-5).—Jamieson. 


Thirty thousand.—These thirty thousand might be the 
delegates sent up from the whole nation to take part in 
tne ceremony. The Septuagint reads seventy thousand.— 
Speaker's Com, 


A very large force of picked men was selected for 
this important work, lest the undertaking might be 
opposed or obstructed by the Philistines. Besides, a 
great concourse of people accompanied them out of 
veneration for the sacred edifice.—./umieson., 


This would make a noble cavalcade, and would help 
to inspire the young ple of the nation, who, perhaps, 
scarcely heard of the ark, with a great veneration 

for it.— Henry. 


2. David arose and went.—There seems reason to think 
that the restoration of the ark had been the dream of 
David’s youth (see expression in Psa. 132:6). If so, he 
lived to realize it; and we may be sure that, regarding 
the act as one of devotion to God, he would delay it no 
longer than was absolutely necessary, after securing his 
capital. Asa theocratic king, he would feel that his 
position was incomplete, until the symbol of the divine 
presence was settled within the limits of his central 
city.— Tuck. 


He would have a true theocracy in Israel now, no less 
than in the days of Moses and Joshua His thoughts 
centre about the ark, so long the symbol of the divine 
presence, and for so many, many years, glorified by 
visible tokens of that ineffable presence in the Shekinah. 
—Monday Club Sermons. 


Whose name.—The literal rendering is, ‘‘ Upon which 
is called the name, the name of Jehovah of Hosts, who 
sits upon the cherubim.” The Name is repeated for 
solemn emphasis. The meaning is... the ark which 
is called after the Lord of Hosts, and bears his name 
(see Deut. 28:10; 1 K. 8:43; Isa. 4: 1).—Speaker’s Com. 


3 A new cart.—In the plan for its removal, the oracle 
of the Philistine sorcerers had been taken for guidance 
instead of the law of Moses. It was one thing for the 
Philistines to set the ark of God on a new cart, but quite 
another for the Jewish king to do so, whose rule was 
wholly under the lead of the divine word. He should 
have known that the ark might only be borne on the 
shoulders of the priests, and that none dared to touch it, 
— Tuck, 


This was a hasty and inconsiderate procedure, in 
violation of an express statute (see Namb, 4:14, 15; 
7:9; 18: 8). 


5. Played before the Lord.—The Hebrew word means 
“to dance to music, vocal or instrumental.”—Speaker’s 
Com. 


Music and songs filled the air as the procession moved 
toward Jerusalem, and as they all hailed the s y 
reunion of ark and tabernacle in their mountain capital.’’ 
—Knox. 


Harpers, trumpeters, and a great band of other players 
on divers kinds of instruments of music, went before the 
procession. Psalms, which David himself had composed 
tor this celebration, and which he had probably also 
provided with their music, were sung by many thousands 
of voices in harmonious accord.— Krummacher. 


7. God smote him there—Uzzah, who was a Levite and 
well instructed, suffered death for his breach of the law. 
— Jamieson, 


David afverward owned that Uzzah died for an error 
they were all guilty of, which was carrying the ark in a 
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cart; because it was not carried on the Levites’ 
shoulders, “The Lord our God made a breach upoa us.” 
—1 Chron. 15:13 —Henry. 


One may conceive the surprise and terror which now 
took possession of all. The procession is arrested. The 
instraments and the song are silent. We share in the 
terror of the people —Krummacher. 


12 With gladness —The lapse of three months not 
only restored the agitated mind of the monarch to a 
tranquil and settled tone, but led to a discovery of his 
former error. Having learned that the ark was kept in 
its temporary resting-place not only without incon- 
venience or danger, but with great advantage, he re- 
solved forthwith to remove it to the capital, with the 
observance of all due form and solemnity (1 Chron. 
14: 1-13).—Jamieson. 


13. Six paces.—David, his warriors, and the people 
watched the setting out with much anxiety. When six 
steps had been taken in safety, and it was evident that 
G d’s blessing rested on the undertaking, David sacrificed 
seven bullocks and seven rams.— Tuck, 


15. Brought up the ark.—In solemn jubilation, amid 
the mighty chauting and the sounding instruments, the 
procession wound through the gates, up the hill to the 
citadel, to the tabernacle prepared on Z:on.—Knoz, 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


THE ARK DESIRED.—David’s earnest effort to have 
the ark placed in Zion, was because he knew that with 
it came God’s favor and blessing. Many holy men de- 
sired the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, as did Simeon 
(Luke 2:25). A similar desire is felt by Christians who 
are longing for (d’s coming to revive his people, and 
to convert sinners, “ Oh, I do so wish my papa would come 
home,” said a little boy, whose father was away on a 
journey. “And why do you wish that?” said a friend, to 
test him. ‘“ Because he takes such good care of us all, 
and makes us so happy,” was the reply. 

“ While blest with a sense of his love, 
A palace a toy would appear: 
And prisons would palaces prove, 
Did Jesus but dwell with me there.” 


THE GREAT COMPANY.—Thirty thousand men went 
up to welcome the ark. Why so many? When the 
Prince of Wales visited this country, in 1860, immense 
precessions turned out to greet him. The same thing 
occurred when the Duke Alexis, of Russia, visited us, 
and also when the King of the Sandwich Islands came, 
If royal personages have such splendid welcomes, how 
much more worthy was the ark, the symbol of God’s 
own presence. All nations should honor God, whom all 
angels delight to worship. 

THE NEW CART —This might seem very proper as a 
way of carrying the ark. Doubtless the “cart” was a 
sort of triumphal car, and it was new, having probably 
been made for the occasion. Why did it not answer? 
It was a heathen idea, borrowed from the Philistines 
(1 Sam. 6). It was directly contrary to God’s law 
(Numb. 7:9). How apt good people, who really desire 
God’s favor, are to imitate the world, and to neglect or 
forget God’s law. A boy is seen smoking, or is heard to 
swear, or to speak disrepectfully of his parents, Ask 
him why he does so, and most likely he will say, “All 
the other boys do it.” A girl is idle, not helping ber 
mother, but wasting her time in foolish reading, or bad 
company; if asked why she acts so, she answers, “All 
the girls do so.” Wicked fashions are followed ; God’s 
way is neglected. 

WronG Acrion,—David and his people meant to do 
well in returning the ark. They made a great prepara- 
tion ; they took great pains ; they made a splendid start; 
but they were acting in a wrong manner. At a later 
day, when the ark was brought up properly, David con- 
fesses that the death of Uzzah was because of this 
wrong action in carrying the ark upon a cart (1 Chron. 
15:12-15), Men may begin a Sunday-school, or a 
church, or a missionary society; they may mean well, 
and do great things, and yet be following some evil pat- 
tern, neglecting God, and getting punished in the end. 
In Matt. 7: 26, 27, Jesus tells of a man who meant well, 
and who did a great work, but he was all wrong and his 
house fell. — 

SINS OF THOUGHTLESSNESS,—Uzzah probably meant 
no harm, Like many other people he simply “ didn’t 
think.” But God struck him dead. Some persons who 
swear say about it, “Oh, I mean no harm; it’s simply a 
habit; I don’t think.” God requires us to think, We 
must watch, and pray, lest we enter into temptation. A 
man pointed a gun at his little girl, and pulled the 
trigger. She was badly hurt by the explosion, but the 
man said, ‘Why, I didn’t mean to hurt her; I didn’t 
think it was loaded.” That did not protect the little 
Zirl from harm. 


FEAR BEFORE Gop,—David was afraid of God that 
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day, and he left the ark at the house of Obel-edom. 
How sadly he, and all the thi ‘y thousand men who 
were in the procession, must have moved to their homes 
that day. We should fear to disobey God How much 
he is to be feared may be illustrated by the cases of 
Korah, Dathav, and Abiram (Num. 16); Nadab and 
Abihu (Lev. 10:1, 2); Auanias aad Sapphira (Acts 5: 
1-10). ‘‘ Nobody will know if yon take some money,” 
said a boy, who was trying to tempt another to steal. 
“God will know,” was the manly reply. ‘‘ Bat God 
won’t hurt you,” said his tempter, “I will not tempt 
him to hurt me,” was the final answer. 


THE BLACKBOARD. 
BY CHARLES T. KISSAM. 
GOLDEN TEXT. 


THE ATH CHOSEN ZION 
ie HATH DESIRED IT FOR 
IS HABITATION, 


LORD 


OUTLINES. 


EOPLE ASSEMBLED. 
SURPOSE OF DAVID. 
@RECIOUS ARK. 
RESUMPTUOUS SIN. 
ROMPT PUNISHMENT. 
ROCESSION DELAYED. 
URPOSE FULFILLED. 


THE 





RAND GATHERING. 


ISRAEL'S 

UZZAH'S REAT SIN. 

DAVID'S ODLY FEAR. 

THE ITTITE BLESSED. 
THE ARK’S LORIOUS RECEPTION. 


LESSON TRUTH. 


ISPLEASES GOD. 
N ISTURBS OUR PEACE. 
ESTROYS THE SOUL, 


BY THE REV. J. B ATCHINSON. 
OUTLINE. 


4 T REMEMBERED. 
REMOVED. 
THE | Vk TOUCHED. 
A BLESSING, 
BE} b RETURNED. 


LESSON TRUTHS. 
THE PRESENCE OF 


EACE, 
LENTY, 
YOD 
JFIVES OWER, 
RAISE, AND 
ROSPERITY., 
e YOMING OF THE ARK 


ELEBRATED WITH 


M-AKE A JOYFUL NOISE 

U-NTO THE LORD. 

S-ERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS. 
I-T IS GOOD TO SING PRAISES 

c 


-OME BEFORE HIS PRESENCE WITH SINGING. 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS. 
BY JOHN B. SMITH. 


HOSE madness did David charm away with 
music ? 

Upon what instrument did David play? 

David was also a poet. Of what poetical book of the 
Bible was he mostly the author? 

What son of David was king after him? 

Who is called the wisest man? 

What poetical book bears his name ? 

Of what two other Bible books was he the author? 

Who was the most patient man? What book is called 
after him? 

Name in their order these five books which are called 
poetical? |[Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Solo- 
mon’s Song.’’ | 

Name them again. Again. 

Which of them has thirty-one chapters ? 

How many chapters has first Samuel ? 

In what book and chapter was our lesson last Sunday ? 

Of how many invasions of Israel did our last lesson 
tell? 

By what enemy were these invasions? 

Of whom did David seek wisdom ? 

When he had received directions from the Lord what 
did he do? 

Who was victorious in the first battle? Who in the 
second ? 

What was the title of last Sunday’s lesson? What 
was the golden text? What is the title of our lesson to- 
day? What is the golden text? 
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THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE* 
[BY PROF. THOMAS CHASE, OF HAVERFORD COLLEGE } 


OTHING is more marked in the early history of 
Christianity, than the fullness with which all the 
churches accepted the principle that the common people, 
in every country, cought to have the opportunity of read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures in their own vernacular tongue. 
It is true that the New Testament} was written, and 
the Old Testament} had already for several centuries 
been translated, in a language understood by the educated 
and the higher classes the world over. But this was 
not enough. O»eying the injunction, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature,” the 
first Christians strove also to enable every human being 
to read, or to hear, the written revelation in words per- 
fectly intelligible and familiar, such words as he heard 
every day in hi« home. 

And so the New Testament was hardly oot ay 
before it, and the whole Bible began to be translated : 
into Egyptian, in several different dialects; into A:hio- 
pic, into Syriac, in several versions; into Persian, Arabic, 
Armenian, Georgian, Gothic; into Latin, very early in 
the north of Africa, while Greek was still the language 
of the church at Rome; then several recensions of this 
African version, which are called the “Old Italian,” 
were made in the north of Italy; and finally in the 
fourth century Jerome, amidst much opposition, made a 
revision of the translation of the New Testament, and anew 
revision of the Old from the original Hebrew (the former 
Latin versions having been from the pee y. orig which 
gradually won their way to acceptance and their present 
title of the Vulgate. A few centuries later, translations 
of the Bible were made into Anglo Saxon, Slavonic, and 
Frankish. The privciple at first univer ally accepted, 
has in later times been upheld by the churches of the 
Teutonic races almost alone; so that, as far at least as 
regards this important matter of opinion and practice 
they are alone now entitled to be called catholic an 
apostolical ; a fact which is attested also by their striking 
moral superiority to churches in which the Bible is 
undervalued. As early as the eighth century, the 
Psalms were translated into Anglo Saxon, and at about 
the same time a version of the Gospel of John was made 
by the Venerable Bede, who finished the task only with 
his life. His last sickness had come on, in the spring of 
735; he had translated those wores which were, probably, 
the conclusion of the gospel in its original furm: “These 
are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his vame;” one more chapter, as Cuthbert, his 
faithful scholar and scribe, reminded him, remained to 
complete the work. “It is easy,” Bede replied ; “take 
thy pen and write quickly.” And so he dictated his 
version of the final chapter (which was subsequently 
added by the Evangelist), and, after giving orders for 
the distribution of some little keepsakes among his 
friends, engaged in cheerful and holy conversation. At 
length his eager scribe reminded him that there was still 
another sentence to translate, the attestation (perhaps 
of the Ephesian elders) to the genuineness of the gospel 
(21: 24, 25). “Write quickly,” was the response. 
The boy soon said, “It is completed now.” ‘“ Well,” 
Bede replied, “thou hast said the truth; all is ended. 
Take my hea‘ in thy hands, I would sit in the holy place 
in which I was wont to pray, that so sitting I may call 
upon my Father.” Then, resting upon the floor of his 
cell, he chanted a hymn, and his soul passed away 
while the name of the Holy Spirit was still on his lips. 

After the Norman Conquest, and when the English 
language proper first came into being, there were days 
of inaction and suspended life in the church. The Bible 
was read, if read at all, only in Latin, and by ecclesias- 
tics. Many of the priests, although they mumbled the 
words in the service, knew not their meaning, and could 
not translate them. When, however, the fourteenth 
century had opened, the nations of Western Europe gave 
sign that they were outgrowing the narrow tutelage of 
the Roman church, Modern literature sprang into life, 
in the works of Dante and his two compatriots, and of 
Chaucer; and the awakening intelligence and independ- 
ent spirit of the times demanded reform in the church, 
a the freest access to the unadulterated truths of the 
Bible. 

Of this zeal for truth and religious freedom, John 
Wycliffe was the foremost exemplar. The tracts in 
simple, vigorous English, in which he exposed the cor- 
rupt doctrines and practices which had crept into the 
church, and aldvyocated purity and nobleness in life and 
conduct, sowed broadcast the seed which afterwards 
ripened in the Reformation; but his greatest service to 
our race and to mankind was his publication of the first 
complete English Bible. A translation, however, not of 
the original Hebrew and Greek, but of the Latin Vual- 
gate. It was very nearly five hundred years ago, that 
through his labors and those of his coadjutors, the whole 
Bible was firsc thrown open to the people in words, 
which for the most part are still intelligible even to the 
simplest of those who speak our tongue. Wycliffe’s New 
Testament was finished about 1380; the version of the 
Old, begun by his friend, Nicholas De Hereford, was 
completed probably by himself, and given to his country- 
men before his death in 1384. The whole translation 
was revised by Juhn Purvey about the year 1388, 

It was » brave thing in those days to give the people 
the Bible. The study of the Bible is always dreaded by 
those who desire to live at ease in their sins, and by 
*An address before the Eighth Biennial First-Day School Conference 


of Friends in America, held at Philadelphia, Noyember 16, 1875, 
+More literally “ New Covenant,” ‘ Old Covenant,” 
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those who in spiritual things wish to lord it over their 
fellow men. How bigoted churchmen regarded it is 
shown in these words of one Henry Kayghton, a priest 
of those days: “This master John Wycliffe translated 
out of Latin into English the gospel, which Christ had 
intrusted with the clergy and doctors of the church, that 
they might minister it to the laity and weaker sort 
according to the exigency of times and their several 
occasions. So that by this means the gospel is made 
vulgar, and laid more open to the laity, and even to 
women who could read, than it used to be to the most 
learned of the clergy and those of the best understand- 
ing! And so the gospel jewel, or evangelical pearl, is 
thrown about and trod under foot of swine.” 

The prelates launched their thunderbolts, and in 1408, 
Convocation, under Archbishop Arundel, decreed and 
ordained, “that no man hereafter by his own authority 
translate any text of the Scripture into English, or any 
other tongue, by way of a book, pamphlet, or treatise; 
and that no man read any such book, pamphlet, or 
treatise, now lately composed in the time of John 
Wycliff, or siace, or hereafter to be set forth, in part or 
in whole, publicly or privately, upon pain of greater 
excommunication, until the said translation be approved 
by the ordinary of the place, or, if the case so require, 
by the council provincial ;” it is needless to add that the 
obtaining of any such approval was impossible. 

In 1415, Parliament enacted “that whosoever they 
were that should read the Scriptures in their mother- 
tongue, they should forfeit land, cattle, body, life, and 
goods, from their heirs forever, and be condemned for 
heretics to God, enemies to the crown, and most errant 
traitors to the land.” Yet no ‘mye of hierarchy nor 
power of man could extinguish the light that had been 
lit. Copies of Wycliffe’s translation were secretly cir- 
culated, and read aloud in hidden places, sometimes in 
the depth of the night, to the consolation and edification 
of thousands of souls. Men gave £40 for a single manu- 
script, ora load of hay for a few leaves of James or 
Paul. 

In spite of bigotry and priestcraft, the work of enlight- 
enment went on. ‘“ Greece rose from the dead, with the 
New Testament in her hand.” From 1509 to 1514 Eras- 
mus was professor of Greek at Cambridge, and thither 
came to him as pupil from Oxford, William Tyndale, 
greatest and best of the many great and good men whose 
united labors have given us our English Bible. A priest 
having said to him on one occasion, “‘ We were better be 
without God’s laws, than the Pope’s,” Tyndall answered 
him, “If God spare my life, ere many years I will cause 
a boy that driveth the plough shall know more of the 
Scripture than thou doest.” We know how nobly that 
promise was oe ; kept, too (to use his own words), “in 
poverty, exile, bitter absence from friends, hunger and 
thirst and cold, great dangers,and innumerable other 
hard and sharp fightings.” Coming up to London in 
1522, in the vain hope of being permitted to translate the 
New Testament under the patronage of the Bishop of 
London, he says, “ At the last I understood not only that 
there was no room in my Lord of London’s palace to 
translate the New Testament, but also that there was no 
place to do it in all England.” And so in 1524 he left 
his native land, never to return. He found a home at 
first in Hamburg. In 1525, after many obstacles and 
difficulties had been surmounted, bis completed transla- 
tion of the New Testament jrom the original Greek was 

rinted in quarto, at Cologne, and in a small octavo at 

Vorms. The redoubtable Cochlaeus informed Henry 
VIII of the seditious and wicked work in which Tyrdale 
was engaged, and endeavored vainly to thwart it: Coch- 
laeus, ‘* The Scourge of Luther,” as his weakminded flat- 
terers called him, of the quality of whose heart and brain 
we may form some notion from his own words, in which 
he ascribes to the free Bible, what may more truly be 
— to the priestcraft which would withhold the 

sible: 

“The New Testament translated into the vulgar 
tongue is in truth the food of death, the fuel of sin, 
the pretext of false liberty, the corruption of discipline, 
the depravity of morals, the termination of concord, the 
wellspring of vices, the milk of pride, the death of peace, 
the destruction of charity, the murderer of truth;” and 
much more in the same spirit. And this hideous Coch- 
a was #0 blind as to suppose himself a champion of 

Yhrist | 

When the Bok arrived in England, it was preached 
against as heretical No less an antagonist than Sir 
Thomas More complained of its disregard of formal ec- 
clesiastical terms ; for Tyndale translated literally, congre- 
g ition instead of church, elder for priest, love for charity, 
favor for grace, “ knowledge” (acknowledge) for con/ess, 
repentance for penance, worshiping of images for idolatry. 
Cardina Wolsey and the bishops persuaded the king to 
order the pestilent Eaglish Bible to be burnt, and heavy 
penalties to be inflicted upon its readers, 

And now a brilliant scene was exhibited in the old 
Cathedral of St. Paul’s; the public burning of the Holy 
Scriptures, A clergyman who had circulated the trans- 
lation was arrested, and ordered, with other offenders, to 
abjure or burn at the stake. After a bitter struggle he 
yielded, A platform was built up on high in the Cathe- 
dral, and there sat the Cardinal on athrone, with six and 
thirty abbots and mitred priors and bishops, resplendent 
in purple and scarlet and damask and satin, and all the 
insignia of worldly pomp and carnal pride ; under “ the 
Rood of the Northen,” the great crucifix near the north- 
ero door, a fire was made, into which the Bibles and 
various evangelical books were cast, and the “ heretics,” 
after suffering the infliction of a sermon from Fisher, 
Bishop of Rochester, were made to go thrice around the 
fire and cast in faggots. 

_ Oo many occasions, copies of the Bible were burned 
in large numbers; but still the proscribed book, though 
so hated of priests, was read. The people had hada 


have once tasted, neither corrupt prelates nor wicked 
kings can succeed in shutting out the Scriptures of truth. 

But that the people might have this blessed boon, 
Tyndale himself gave his life ; not, however, till he had 
twice revised and improved his translation of the New 
Testament, and published the Pentateuch and Jonah of 
the O'd, leaving in manuscript translations a'so of a good 
part of the remaining Hebrew books. His chief accuser 
was the notorious and narrow minded Ruwart Tapper, 
who once said: “It is no great matter whether hee 
that die on account of religion be guilty or innocent, 
provided we terrify the people by such examples; which 
generally succeeds best, when persons eminent for learn- 
ing, riches, nobility, or high station are thus sacrifi sed.” 
Having shown his faith by so signal a work as the mur- 
der of Tyndale, in a few months this Tapper was ap- 

ointed by the Pope of the Romish Church his chief 
inquisitor for the Low Countries. Tyndale’s last prayer 
when fastened to the stake, before he was strangled an 
burned, was: “Lord, open the King of England’s 
eyes!’ That prayer was heard. In 1536 he suffered 
martyrdom, in 1537 the King granted a license for the 
open publication of the whole volume of Holy Writ. 

William Tyndale, the scholar, the apostle, and the 
martyr, is—it is hardly too much to say—the author of 
our English version of the Bible. Every subsequent 
translation has been based upon his. In some parts of 
our present authorized version, nine tenths of the words 
are retained from Tynda'e, in others five-sixths. He 
gave our Bible its simple, but majestic diction ; its hon- 
esty in literally interpreting the original text; its bold- 
ness in naturalizing amongst us the grand metaphors and 
idioms of the Hebrew tongue. The debt we owe him 
me all estimation! but so long as the world endures 

e shall be honored as among the noblest of the saints 
and martyrs. 

I must pass rapidly over the various revisions or trans- 
lations which followed. First to succeed Tyndale was 
Miles Coverdale. His work, undertaken at the instance 
of Thomas Cromwell, was the result of an honest pur- 
pose to satisfy the King, avoiding the prejudice with 
which the very name of Tyndale was regarded, and pro- 
vide a translation which mre not be contraband. In 
regard to the use of ecclesiastical terms, it shows a com- 
promising spirit. It is dedicated, in strains of fulsome 
flattery, to Henry VIII, whom it compares to Moses, 
David, and Josiah. Published in 1535, it was not au- 
thorized, but on the other hand it was not suppressed. 
In 1537, however, less than a year after Tyndale’s mar- 
tyrdom, it received the King’s license to be printed. 
The work itself is a revision of Tyndale, with help from 
Luther, the Zurich Bible, and the Latin. 

In 1537 a large folio Bible, dedicated to the King, 
appeared, purporting to be edited by “Thomas Matthew.” 
It is supposed that this isan assumed name, and that 
the real editor was John Rogers, the renowned proto- 
martyr of the reign of the weak and miserable Mary. 
Rogers’s friendship for Tyndale, and his well-known 
evangelical views, made it inexpedient that his own name 
should be connected with the book. I: is substantially a 
reproduction of Tyndale, with the gaps in the Old Testa- 
ment supplied (with corrections) from Coverdale, and is 
a more faithful translation than its immediate predeces- 
sor. Carelessly or ignorantly, or from some more praise- 
worthy reason, the King gave it his license, although 
as in great part a reprint of Tyndale, it was nearly iden- 
tical with what had been publicly stigmatized in his acts 
of Parliament. 

Tyndale’s annotations to his Bible had given great 
offence ; but Rogers’s were still bolder, and equally clear, 
and evangelical in doctrine. But they proved to be too 
strong meat for the times. R‘chard Taverner, a lawyer, 
and a good Greek scholar, distinguished also as a lay 
preacher, was employed to expurgate Matthew’s Bible 
of these and other unwelcome features. In his work of 
revision, he made some bold, and a few useful modifica- 
tions. 

Taverner’s Bible appeared in 1539. In the same year, 
“The Great Bible” was published, in its origin a revision 
of Matthew’s by Coverdale, undertaken at the instance 
of Thomas Cromwell. In 1540 it was three times re- 
printed, with some modifications, and with a preface by 
Cranmer; three editions were printed in 1541; of 
these seven editions, the fourth and sixth bear the names 
of Bishops Tunstall and Heath upon the title page, as 
having “overseen and perused the translation,” at the 
commard ofthe King. This same Tunstall had formerly 
preached against Tyndale’s version, which, but slightly 
modified, he was now endorsing, and had ordered all 
copies of it to be seized and burnt. ‘The Great Bible,” 
while compromising and Cranmerian in its tone, on some 
points, introduced some improvements on previous ver- 
sions. It became the authorized edition, ordered to be 
set up in every parish church. An elaborate engraving, 
designed by Holbein, on the title page, represents the 
King seated on his throne, and giving the Verbum Dei 
to the bishops and doctors, who distribute it to the 
people, while doctors and people are all joining in cries 
of Vivat Rex. 

The Psalter in the Prayer Book of the Church of Eng- 
land and the Protestant Episcopal Church in America is 
to this day a reprint of the version of the Psalms in the 
“Great Bible” Less literal than the authorized version, 
it is smoother and better adapted for chanting. 

In 1543, Parliament proscribed all translations bearing 
Tyndale’s name, and required that the notes should be 
removed from all other copies; enacting at the same 
time, “that no women (except noble or gentle women), 
no artificers, apprentices, journeymen, serving-men, hus- 
bandmen, or laborers, should read to themselves, or to 
others publicly or privately, any part of the Bible, under 
pain of imprisonment.” In 1546 the “Great Bible” was 





the only English version which was not forbidden in 
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England; and its us9 was greatly restricted, as stated 
above. 

But next to Tyndale’s in importance among the pre- 
cursors of our present version was the Ganevan Bible, 
the work of English exiles in Switzerland from the 
Marian persecution. Earnest men, they loved truth 
above all things ; and in their work they were hampered 
by no necessity of consulting the prajudices of a monarch, 
or the mere traditions of an outward ecclesiastical organi- 
zation, The New Testament appeared in 1557, with an 
introduction by John Calvin, himself; it was partly in 
great part the work of Whittingham, who had married 
Calvin’s sister. The whole Bible was published in 1560, 
in which the translation of the New Testament was con- 
siderably modified from that in the edition of 1557. 

The size of the Genevan Bible was a moderate quarto, 
better designed for popular use than “the ponderous 
folios” of Coverdale, Matthew, and the ‘“‘G eat Bible.” 
The old black letter was discarded, and the English text 
was now printed for the first time in Roman letter, such 
as we use at this day. The division of the chapters into 
verses was also introduced. The translation was faithful 
and unsectarian, and every way excellent; the notes 
“temperate and just;” and the G-nevan version, from its 
first appearance, became the favorite household Bible of 
the English people, giving way at last but slowly before 
our present authorized version. 

The defects of the “Great B'ble” became more appar- 
ent on the wide circu!ation of a version so much better 
as was that made at Ganeva, but the Great Bible con- 
tinued to be the only one authorized for use in churches. 
Archbishop Parker, with the aid of eight bishops, to- 
gether with some deans and professors, brought out still 
another version in 1568, called the Bishops’ B:ble. Of 
all the English versions, this had probably the least 
success, as (although not destitute of merit) it com- 
mended itself as a whole neither to scholars nor to the 
people. Churches, however, were ordered to be supplied 
with it, and it soon displaced the Great Bible for such 
public use, while the Genevan continued to be the ver- 
sion of the people. 

The variety of translations which now existed in the 
English language although not without some advantages, 
was felt to be on the whole an evil. The desirableness 
of a new version, adapted both for popular and ecclesias- 
tical use, was admitted by a'l parties at the famous con- 
ference of the clergy of the Puritan and Medizval parties 
in the Church of England, which James |, summoned to 
meet with him at Hampton Court, in 1604 even before 
he had been formally recogniz*d as king by Parliament. 
In the middle of the summer of that year, King James 
appointed “four and fifty learned men” to undertake a 
new translation, forty seven of whom actually engaged 
in the work. The translators were divided into six com- 
panies, each of which took a different portion of the 
Bible as their task. Two companies met respectively at 
Westminister, Cambridge, and Oxford. Individual labor 
doubtless er immediately after the appointments were 
made, but the regular united work probably in 1607. 
The translation was printed in 1611. Very slowly did 
the Genevan version retire before it in popular use; but 
it won its way to general acceptance—as any new version 
must win its way, if at all—by the weight of its superior 
merits. 

But perfection is the result of repeated amendmant 
and continued, though gradual, growth. After the lapse 
of more than two hundred and fifty years, it has been 
felt that the time has come when our Bible should exhibit 
the ripest results of scholarship in the accuracy both of 
its text and of the renderings of the single words, and 
that expressions which have become obsolete should be 
changed for such as are now intelligible; at the same 
time that the rich diction of King James’s version is care- 
fully preserved. Able and conscientious committees, 
selected with great care, and representing very fairly the 
different families or households, if we may so say, which 
make up the one Church of Carist in the two countries, 
are now working in concert, in England and America, 
in the interesting task of maxing our translation of the 
Holy Scriptures as faithful and a3 nearly perfect as our 
language admits. When their work is finished, as it will 
be in a few years, I have great confidence that the revised 
version will win its way to general acceptance, by sheer 
force of its superiority, in a much shorter time than it 
took our present authorized version to do the same thing. 

The history of the Eaglish Btble is the history of the 
truest freedom, the purest and hizhest civilization, and 
the greatest public and private happiness which the 
world has ever seen; for man’s highest achievements in 
all these directions have been made by the Eaglish race, 
and by that race taught by the Bible, an1 in consequence 
of those teachings. Tie English B ble stood by the 
cradle and fed the infant years of English libarty. It 
inspired the vigorous and salutary statesmanship of the 
commonwealth. It enabled mea 
““Who sat in council with their Bibles by the board, 


To answer a king’s mandate with astern ‘Thus saith the 
Lord.’” 


It triumphed in the Revolution of 1688 It has been 
a prime mover and sustainer in all the reforms and phi- 
lanthropies which have shed lustre on the recent history 
of Great B-itain. Above all, it was brought across the 
Atlantic by the founders of our owa commonwealths ; it 
is the basis of our national stren:th; it gave us that 
highest liberty, which is the glorious privilege of the 
sons of God; that true equality which exists where all 
are recognized as the jrint and equal partakers of a 
Redeemer’s love. It gave us our common schools,—and 
in thoxe schools its owa unclosed, unfettered pages, 
never to be stolen from us by corrupt and artful priest- 
craft, or by ignorant superstition. In a word, it has 
made us, and it will keep us, Ergland and America, and 
not Mexico or Spain. 
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So much interest is expressed at this time in the sub- 
ject of the Bible in the inquiry-room, that we do not 
hesitate to give a large space to its consideration, this 
week. The varied compilations of texts, and the sugges- 
tions as to their use, which we present are worthy of 
preservation for constant reference by Christian workers 
generally. 


A sERIes of sermons upon the various phases of educa- 
tional work has been arranged by the Baptist Social 
Union of Brooklyn. They are to be delivered on succes- 
sive Sunday evenings by the leading educators of that 
denomination, The work of the Sunday-school is very 
properly placed upon their list of topics. It is to be 
discussed by the Rev. Dr. Bright, editor of the Examiner 
and Chronicle, 


On Saturday last, Messra. Moody and Sankey went 
from this city to Princeton, N. J., to pass Sunday there, 
and go thence to New York, to begin on Monday even- 
ing, their series of meetings at the Hippodrome in that 
city. The arrangements made for the New York meet- 
ings are complete and thorough. We hope to givea 
succession of sketches of the work, in connection with 
them, week by week, as in the case of the former series at 
Brooklyn. 


From pressure of home work, the Rey. Dr. Duryea 
has felt compelled to abandon the conductorship of the 
Brooklyn Normal-class, Arrangements for the meeting 
of February 10 have been made with the Rev. J. M. Buck- 
ley, who will repeat his address on “The science of 
questioning,” which was so well received at the last 
Chautauqua Assembly. Arrangements for the remaining 
seven sessions of the class will be made and announced 
at an early day. 


Tue paper by Prof. Chase, of Haverford College, on 
“The History of the English Bible,” which we reprint 
from the Report of the Friends’ Conference, contains in 
a compact form information which is desired by many 
students of the Bible, but which cannot elsewhere be 
obtained without extended research. Prof, Chase is an 
accurate scholar, a member of the Bible Revision Com- 
mittee, and his historical statements may be accepted 
with confidence. We are sure that we do good service 
for many readers in reproducing this paper. 


Unpker the head of Progress of the Kingdom, we give 
an account of the Farewell Meeting of Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey, at the famous Depot in this city. This was 
especially a meeting for young converts. That the im- 
mense auditorium would be filled, was not questioned by 
any; but that nearly three thousand of that audience 
sheuld present themselves by name as new converts, and 
should be there to fill a place for Christ, was a most grati- 
fying fact. Ministers and laymen have certainly been 
quickened by these meetings at the Depot. Hundreds 
of churches have felt the thrill of a new life in con- 
sequence. Converts, who could not for various causes 
report at this meeting, have been made; but passing 
over all this ; we are still permitted, with a joy like that 
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of the disciples at Pentecost, to record the fact that to 
us, a8 to them, there were added about three thousand 
souls, Another source of joy in considering this result, 
is found in the direction given the early religious life of 
these converts. Mr. Moody’s advice to them is simple, 
manly, andscriptural. It sounds apostolic. It reminds 
one of Paul’s farewell of the Ephesian elders. Weak- 
ness in Christian character is not a legitimate product of 
such words, 


As to a wise way of working in teaching children to 
read, and in fastening in their minds a knowledge of 
the words and the meaning of Scripture texts, an article 
by “ Hope Ledyard,” on another page, is commended to 
all who would be teachers at home or in Sunday-school. 
There are some who think it better to cram a child’s 
memory with texts without a word of explanation; but 
this good mother can say to these advocates of “ sense- 
less memorizing,” as to their method of work and its 
results: ‘‘ Covet earnestly the best gifts; and yet show I 
unto you a more excellent way.” 


A FAIR specimen of the arguments by which some 
persons would advocate the Sunday opening of the Cen- 
tennial buildings is given in the Evening Bulletin of this 
city. The editors admit that “the people having the 
exhibition in charge, from the highest official down to 
the lowest sweeper or duster, will need the repose of one 
day in seven,” and that, aside from religious considera- 
tions, “the exhibition should be closed one day in the 
week, and that the day for closing it should be that 
which most of the religious people of the United States 
observe as a sacred day.” Yet, because “ people will go 
to the Centennial grounds on every fine Sunday, and in 
greater swarms than they do on any other day of the 
week,” the question is raised, whether they ought to 
“be admitted to the exhibition buildings to occupy 
themselves in intellectual study, or be compelled to turn 
for amusement and refreshment to establishments out- 
side of the grounds.” In the opinion of the editors of 
The Bulletin, “the sin of one side of the question is so 
nearly balanced with that of the other side, that some 
higher authority than a newspaper will have to decide 
which is the better, or least sinful side.” In other 
words, it might be worth while to trample on our laws, 
and open the exhibition buildings on Sundays, merely 
to keep people from sinning—only as a religious duty, 
you know! The evangelistic zeal for the religious wel- 
fare of the masses indicated in this suggestion quite puts 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey in the shade. If, indeed, 
the Centennial Commissioners do recognize a religious 
responsibility for the people who gather about their 
grounds on Sundays, would it not be as well for them to 
secure out-door preaching in that vicinity, instead of 
opening their exhibition buildings? Men could be 
secured as Sunday preachers who were not at work at 
the exhibition all through the week, and so the week- 
day force of workers could have rest. Moreover, this 
plan would conflict with no law, and would set at 
defiance no enlightened public sentiment. It would 
surely seem as if even the average newspaper editor 
ought to be able to say “which is the better, or least 
sinful,” of the two courses of action proposed. 


HISTORY OF THE UNIFORM LESSONS. 
HE essential facts showing the origin and introduc- 
tion of the present system of uniform lessons in the 
Sunday-school are likely to be fairly before the public, 

and it is well that they are to be brought to the light. 
That there were differences of recollection and of 
opinion as to these facts, even between those supposed 
to be best informed, has been abundantly shown in the 
conflicting claims made in different historical sketches, 
as well as in the discussions over them, by well-known 
writers and workers. As long as good men differ on a 
point of this kind, it may properly be called a “ point 
in question.” The better way of bringing it to a con- 
clusion is by having the statements of all interested par- 
ties so presented, that an intelligent judgment may be 
passed on all the facts included. Such a course has 
been recommended in this instance, and a number of 
the exhibits are already made, while others are promised. 
In the Jnternational Lesson Monthly for February, the 
editor, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, announces that a statement 
authorized by him is shortly to appear, covering the 
facts from his point of view. This will be heartily wel- 
comed by the public, and will go far towards setting the 
question at rest. Mr. Jacobs was at first surprised that 
in THE SUNDAY ScHOOL T1MEs the subject was mentioned 
“as if the question was at best uncertain,” but he seems 
now to have concluded that there is enough of uncer- 
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tainty to justify his giving testimony in the case, His 
further conclusion that those who keep si ence while others 
are putting in evidence are necessarily ignorant as to the 
main facts involved, may not, however, prove correct or 
well founded. The question on this point is yet at the 
best an open one; but it may be settled in time. 


INQUIRING OF THE LORD. 


| one of the lessons of this month David ia repre 
sented as inquiring of the Lord concerning his special’ 
duty when the Philistines came up against him. Al- 
though he was skilled in warfare, David did not trust 
to his own wisdom and judgment. He inquired of God 
if he should give battle, and when and how he should 
fight. He looked for orders, and when he received 
them, he did just “as the Lord had commanded him.” 
It was the spirit manifested in this waiting on the Lord 
for direction, that made David a man after God’s own 
heart. In this he was ‘‘an example of the believers.” 
Ged loves to be inquired of by those who would know 
from him their duty, that they may do it. 

There is a great deal of inquiring of the Lord which 
is not in David’s spirit, and is not approved of the Lord. 
Men sometimes ask of the Lord wisdom as to his plans, 
which is not needful to an understanding of their 
duty. Of course, they get no satisfactory answers. 
“ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel?” asked the apostles, at Jerusalem, after the 
resurrection of Jesus. “And he said unto them, It is 
not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power.” Many would thus 
inquire of the Lord as to what he intends doing in the 
future, who are not desirous of knowing what they ought 
to be doing in the present. Some again are more anxious 
to know about God’s purposes for their neighbors than 
about his commands to themselves. Peter, seeing John, 
“saith to Jesus, Lord and what shall this man do? 
Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou me,” 

A yet more common method of inquiring of the Lord’, 
or of calling on the Lord, is the asking of his help in 
carrying out men’s plans, instead of inquiring what he- 
has for men to do in the carrying out of his plans. Men 
decide for themselves what they ought to do, or want to 
do, and then go to the Lord to entreat his aid in com- 
passing the object of their desires. In this way they 
practically treat God as if he were their servant, instead 
of counting themselves his servants. All the world 
would be willing to inquire of the Lord on this basis. A 
great many professed Christians never inquire of him on 
any other. They do this thoughtlessly, as well as selfishly, 
not realizing the attitude they take before God. Now 
David did not say that battle must be given to those 
Philistines, and he would like the Lord on his side in 
the contest. He “inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I 
go up to the Philistines ?” Direction rather than assist-. 
ance was what David sought; it is what every servant of 
God should seek after. 

“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’ should be the 
question of each disciple of Jesus every day of his life. 
“The way of man is not in himself ; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps.” His prayer should be: 
“Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain 
path.” A man may be greatly in error as to the business 
he ought to be in, or the methods by which it is to be 
pursued, or the results which he is to secure by it. God 
is never in error on these points. If a man recognizes 
his lack of wisdom he may inquire of the Lord in faith 
as to his duty, and knowledge accordingly will surely be 
given him. It is counted a very sweet thing to heara 
little child at evening asking God in prayer, if he wont 
please make to-morrow a pleasant day, so that the family 
can go on their proposed pic-nic or excursion; but it 
would be yet more delightful to hear that child asking 
God to please show by the weather he sends to-morrow 
if the family had better carry out their plans, or stay at 
home on account of a storm. A well-known speculator 
in stocks, declared, that at one time, when he asked 
God’s help in making an investment specially remunera- 
tive he lost money by the operation, and it gave him 
doubts as to the efficacy of prayer. That man’s view of 
the right way of inquiring of the Lord is more common 
than it is Scriptural. Most Christiazs plan first and 
then pray. “It is a snare to the man who devoureth 
that which is holy, and after vows to make inquiry,” 

Our natural impulse is, to ask the Lord to come up to 
our help, not to ask if we can come up to the help, or 
the service, of the Lord. The right way for us is, to 
come into God’s presence as his servants, to learn his 
will, and then to go and do as he has commanded us, 
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THE BIBLE IN THE INQUIRY-ROOM. 


HERE was never a time when the Bible was given 

so prominent a place in the church of Christ as at 
present. It is studied and used by Christians generally, 
beyond all precedent. Peculiarly is it true, that those 
who inquire the way of salvation are now directed by 
believers to the explicit teachings of the Word of God. 
So much has been said as to the importance of using 
wisely the Bible in the inquiry-room, that the call is 
wide spread for the specific mention of texts suited to 
different classes of inquirers. The recognized demand 
brings a corresponding supply. Arrangements of Bible- 
texts, accordingly, are multiplying. 

Out of the many proffered helps in this line, a few of 
the more noteworthy and valuable are given herewith. 
John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., makes this 
suggestion : 

A HINT FOR THE TEACHERS’-MEETING, 


Mr. Moody, in a recent address to Christian workers 
said, “ Bring your sickles |meaning Bibles] with you to 
the inquiry-room, and be able to give to the inquirers 
God’s own answers out of God’s own Word.” 

Teachers should be skillful in the use of “the sword 
of the Spirit ;’ and what would be a better normal 
exercise for teachers than to select from six to ten pas- 
sages that they judge would be most likely to do good 
service in the inquiry-room, and be ready at the next 
teachers’-meeting to give them promptly from their 
Bibles, telling to what cases each text would be spe- 
cially appropriate? 

Or, in the normal-class, the leader might present one 
by one the excuses, objections, and difficulties likely to 
be met with in an inquiry-meeting, the members of the 
class answering them, as they were able, out of the 
Scriptures. 


Judge Lowe, of Dayton, Ohio, forwards a series of 
references to texts of Scripture which he believes “will 
be found useful to Sunday-school teachers and Caristian 
workers generally, who have occasion to talk closely with 
the unconverted.” He adds that “there are some who 
have this or a similar list written on thin paper, and 
pasted in their Bibles.” “It may be true,” he says, 
“that all Christians ought to have these Scriptures ready 
in memory, and at their tongues’ end, but as a matter of 
fact,’ he fears, “this is the case with but very few.” 
Hence he proffers this list : 








NOTES FOR A BIBLE FUY-LEAF. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light.” 
WARNING AND ENCOUR- 1 Pet. 2: 24. Own self. 
AGEMENT. John 19: 30. Finished. 
Prov. 1: 22-33. Acts 13: 38, 39. Justified from all 
1 Chron. 28: 9. things. 
Rom. 6: 25. Wages en 
John3:7,14. Two “ musts.” NONE TOO BAD. 
Is. 1: Scarlet. 
NOW. Ps, :14. Blood-guiltiness. 
Ps. 95:7.8. To-day. 1 eo 7,9. All sin. 
2Cor. 6: 2end. Now. OUR SINS. 
COME Micah 7:18,19. In sea. 
Heb. 10:17. Not remembered 
\ F 2 « ed. 
ag Le 17. Ps. 103. Removed. 
Is. 55° 1-7 GOD'S THOUGHTS. 
JESUS WAITS Jer, 29: 11-13. Peace. 
a. ‘ Is. 55 Be 
Is. 30: 18, 19. »Cor.5: 18,21, Reconciled. 
>? KNOWS US seh ee i 
HE KNOW . WHAT MUST I DO? 
Nahum 1:7 ; 
Acts 16: 31° Believe. 
HE IS NIGH, AND HEARS. Matt. 21:22. Believe 
ss Saks Rom. 10: 1-13. Believe. 
Ps, 145: 18. John 5:24. Believe. 
NOT CAST OUT. 1John 5: 10-12. Believe—liar 


John 6: 87. NOT OF WORKS. 
HEREIN IS LOVE. Rom.4:5, Worketh not. 
1 John 4: 10. 





Eph. 2: 4, 6. SHALL I HOLD OUT? 
Rom. Yet sinners. ie 41-4834. Ho will help. 
Gal. 2: 20 ‘end. Who loved me. Is. 50 . 7 He will hal. eip 
Luke 5:32. Notthe righteous. re 

Luke 19:10. The lost. RACKSLIDERA. 
Luke 15. The prodigal. D 


Is. 48: 8,9. God kne w you would 
deal treacherously. 
Hos. 14:1, 2,4 


SUBSTITUTION, 
Is, 53. 


Messrs Whi'tle and Bliss, in their evangelistic work 
at St. Louis, issued little cards of instruction to the 
Cor stian workers who were to co-operate with them 
inscribed as follows: 

WORKERS 

Daniel 12:3. Jer. 23:28 and 29.—The bearer is expected 
to be present with a Bible, at the gospel meetings, and to 
watch during the preaching for persons interested, and at 
close of meeting to seek personal conversation with such, 
and to show them from God’s Word the way of salvation. 

References for this purpose : 


TICKET, 





Isaiah 58: 6; John 3: 16; John 5: 24; John 6: 37; 


Acts 10: 43; 
13; 38 and 39; Romans 4: 6 and 7, and 22 to 25; 


Romans 5; 


Acts 
land 6 to 
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10; Romans §: 1; 1 Corinthians 15: 1 to 4; 2 Corinthians 5: 18 to 21’ 


Galatians 3: 10 to 13; 1 Timothy 1: 15; 1 Peter 2: 24; 1 John 5:9 to 
13; 1John 4: 9, 10 and 19, and any other portion of the Word to 
which you may be led. 


The venerable Professor Stowe said on one occasion, 
that more than half acentury ago, he took a tract toa plain 
untutored colored woman, on the borders of the Massa- 
chussetts town where he lived, thinking it would be a 
better help to her than the Bible to which she had been 
shut up. On a Jater visit he was told by her, as she 
thanked him for his kindness, that she could not under- 
stand the tract as she could the Bible. “Ah!” said the 
Professor, in telling this story, “I learned then a lesson 
I’ve never forgotten. God knows best how to write a 
book for his own children.” There is no help to inquirers 
so simple and so safe as the Word of God. 





Ralph Wells, of New York, has arranged a list of 
objections usually met in the inquiry-room with the 
Scripture texts he deems best adapted to meet them. It 
is given herewith : 

STUMBLING-BLOCKS REMOVED. 

1 I fear I shall never stand, and so dishonor him—my 

circumstances are peculiar. 


I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which | have committed unto him against that day 
(2 Tim. 1:12). 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy 
(Jude 24). 

He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews 
13:5). 

2. I fear my sins are too great to be forgiven 


Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your tathers: 

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot (1 Peter 1; 18, 19). 

When I see the blood I will pass over you (Exodus 12:13). 

Come now, and let us reason together, said the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool (Isaiah 1:18). 


3 My earthly prospects will be ruined—I shall be 
cast out. 


But my God shall su ply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus (Phil 4:19), 

But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, — by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God (Matt. 4: 

And every ot that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life 
(Matt. 19:29). 


4. I do not feel my guilt as I should; I am waiting for 
conviction. 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it (Jeremiah 17:9)? 

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
own understanding (Proverbs 3:5). 

Therefore whosvever heareth these sayings of mine, 
them ( Matt. 7:24). 

They shall look upon me, 
12:10). 


. I do not see that I am such a great sinner. 


But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, 
a the wind, have taken us away (Isaiah 64:6). 

For there is no difference: for all have manat, and come short of 
the glory of God (Rom. 3:22, 23) 

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us (1 John 1:10). 


6. I have made up my mind to be a Christian, but am 
not quite ready. 


and lean not unto thine 
and doeth 


whom they have pierced (Zechariah 


Boast not thyself of to morrow ; 
may bring forth (Prov. 27 : 

Therefore be ye also ree udy: for in such an houras ye think not, the 
Son of man cometh (Matt. 24 : 44). 

Quench not the Spirit (1 Thes. 5 : 19). 

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of sal- 
vation (2 Cor. 6: 2). 


7. I will be a Christian if,—(Any reservation is fatal.) 
So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he ¢ annot be my disciple (L uke 14 


Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God (James 4 . 


for thou knowest not what a day 


8. L don’t know where I am. Almost distracted. 
Dou’t know whether I believe anything. What shall 
I do? 


If any man will do his will, he shall know of Re Gocteine, whether 
it be ot God, or whether I speak of myself (John 7 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God’? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent (John 6: 28, 29). 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the 
ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe (Mark 5 : 36). 


9. I do not see how to come, 


And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses (Acts 13 : 39). 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved (Rom. 10:9 

He that believeth on the Son hath « worheating life: and he that be- 
lieve th not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 


on hi John 3: 36). Prodigal Son (Luke 15). . 
10 How can I know whether I am saved ? 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be- 


lieveth on him that sent me 
into condemnation ; 
We know that we 
love the brethren. 
1 John 3:14 
And he that keepeth his commandments, dwelleth in him, and he 
in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he hath given us (1 John $3: 24), 


11 How is it that Christ’s death can avail for my sins? 


He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no et 
might be made the righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 21). 

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, hetings made a 
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree (Gal. 3: 13). 

Who his own self bear our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sius, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed (1 Peter 2: 24). 


hath everlasting life, and shall notcome 
but is passed from death unto life (John 5: 24). 
have passed from death unto life, because we 

He that loveth not his brother abideth in death 


that we 





12, How do I know he calls me; am I certainly in- 
vited ? 


All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out (John 6 : 37). 

lam the door; by me if any man enter - he shall be saved, and 
— in and out, and find pasture (John 10: 9). 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him thatis athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely (Rey. 22: 17), 

13. How do you reconcile this, and that, in the Scrip- 
tures? 


Now then we are embassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God (2 
Cor. : 20). 

As "alo in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; 
which are some things hard to be understood, which they that one 
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, 
unto their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16). 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ‘Matt, 
6: 33). 

14. I once loved the Lord, but have wandered far, far 
from him: Is there hope for such ? 


Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not cause mine 
anger to fall upon you; for Iam merciful, saith the Lord, and I will 
not keep anger for ever (Jer. 3:12) 

I will heal their backsliding, I will love them fre ely ; 
= r is turned away from him (Hosea 14: 4). 

ut I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail snot; and when thou 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren (Luke 22: 32). 


15. Why is faith in Jesus alone enough, without any 
addition? 
We live by faith (Gal. 2: 20). 
We walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). 
We stand by faith (Rom. 11: 20). 
We overcome by faith (1 John 5:4). 


16. I have tried, and tried in vain to prepare to come 
to Jesus, but am as far off as ever. 


Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved. For | bear them record that they have a zeal 
of God, Dut not ace ording to knowledge. For they, being ignorant 
of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness 
of God. For Christ 1s the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth (Rom. 10: 1-4). 


for mine 


A yet fuller wanna of texts for the worker’s use, pre- 
pared by the Rav. D. S:uart Dodge, has been circulated 
in leaflet form, for the benefit of those who purposed 
aiding Messrs. Moody and Sankey in their labors in New 
York City. It is here given in its completeness : 

SUGGESTIVE PASSAGES FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS. 
HINTS. 

Seek to ascertain first, the exact spiritual condition of each 
inquirer. Present the Scriptural truths suited to the case ; 
a few appropriate texts are better than many indiscrimi- 
nately chosen. 

Become so familiar with the accompanying, or similar 
passages, that you may not only readily turn to them in your 
Bible, but be able wisely to explain and enforce them. 

To every sinner, show Christ to be the only and all-suffi- 
cient Saviour. 

In conversation, be deeply in earnest, but avoid excite- 
ment. 

Affectionately urge prompt decision. 


Matt. 21: 28—Go work to-day in my vineyard. 
Eph. 6: 17—Take the sword of the Spirit. 
2 Cor. 6: 1—As workers together with him. 


2 Cor. 5: 14—The love of Christ constraineth us, 
Luke 18: 27—Things impossible with men, possible with God. 
Matt. 28: 20—I am with you alway. 


Rom. 8: 26—The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities. 
Psalm 126: 6—He shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him. 





THE NEED OF SALVATION. 


Sin Universal. Rom. 3: 23. All have sinned, and come short 


of the glory of God. 


All gone astray. Isa. 53: 6. We have turned every one to his 
own way. 

Holiness indispens- Heb.12: 14. Without holiness no man shall see 
able. the Lord. 


One sin destroys. James 2:10, Whosoever shall offend in one 
point is guilty of all. 


Self-deception 1 John: § 


sible. 


pos- If we say we have no sin, we de- 


ceive ourselves, 
The simple test. 


Rom. 6:16. Hisservants ye are, whom ye obey. 


GOD READY TO SAVE. 
N@gh. 9: 17. 


God’s character. Ready to pardon, gracious and 


merciful, slow to anger. 


God’s unspeakable John 3:16. God go loved the world. 
love. 

God's command. Mark1: 15. Repent and believe. 

God’s expostulation. Ezek. 18:31 Why will ye die? 

God's warning. Heb.3:8. Harden not your heart. 


God's urgency. Gen. 19: 17. Escape for thy life. 


God’s promise. Mal. 3: 7. Return unto me, and I will return 
unto you. 

No stain too deep. Isa.1: 18. Though your sins be as scarlet. 

Forgiveness full. Isa. 55:7. He will abundantly pardon. 

A new covenant. Heb.8:12. Their sins will I remember no 


more, 


ponte COMMAND. 


The comprehensive Mark 12: Thou shalt love ths Lard thy God 
demand. with all thy heart 
Faith in Chris Believe on tl.2 Lord Jesus Christ. 


re- Acts 16: 31 


quired, 
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Christ saves. John 1; 36. 

By sacrificing him- Gal.1: 4. 
self, 

By bearing our sins. (1 Pet. 2: 2%. 

By becoming oursub- Isa 53:5 


etitute. 


By becoming our Re- Eph. 1: 7. 
deemer. 


He cleanses wholly. 1 John1:7 


He brings back to Eph. 2:13, 


God. 
He makes reconcilia- 2 Cor, 5: 19. 
tion. 


THE NECESSA 


Acceptance of Christ. Acts 16 : 31. 


By faith. John 3: 16, 


Confession first. 1 John 1:9 
Rincerity necessary. Joel 2: 12. 


Not mere regret. 2 Cor. 7:10. 


A new nature. John 3: 7. 


A new heart. Ezek. 36: 26. 


A new condition. Acts 26:18 
A new creation, 


Work of the Spirit. Titus 3:5, 


THE DIVINE PROVISION. 


Eph. 4: 24. | 


Behold the Lamb of God, 

Who gave himself for our stas. 

Who, his own self, baw® our sins in 
his own body, on the tree. 


Was wounded for our transgres- 
sions. 


We have redemption @mough his 
blood. 


Which cleanseth from all sin. 


Ye are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. 


In Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself. 


RY CONDITIONS. 


Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved. 


Whosoever believeth in him shall 
not perish. 


If we confess our sins. 
Turn unto me with all your heart. 
Godly sorrow worketh repentance. 
Ye must be born again. 


A new heart will I give you. 


. From darkness to light, from the 
od. 


power of Satan to 


The new man, which after God, is 
created in righteousness. 


By the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 


WHO ARE INVITED. 


The lost. Luke 19:10, 


Sinners. jLuke 5: 32, 
All who repent. |Acts 5:31. 


And believe. Acts 20: 21, 


Even enemies. 'Col. 1:21, 


Even tho’ dead insin. Eph. 2:1. 


With the hardest Ezek. 36:26. 


heart. 
Desperately unclean. |Matt. 8:2. 


Though ready to de- Heb. 7 : 25. 
xpalr. | 

Cannot be shut out. |John 10:9. 
| 

If the want is felt. John 7:87. 


If sin is a burden. Matt. 11; 28. 

| 

If he is in earnest. Mark 2: 5, 

Even the chief of sin- 1 Tim, 1:15. 
ners. 


The Son of man came to seek and 
| save the lost. 


Icame to call sénners to repentance. 


Exalted, a prince and Saviour, to 
give repentance, 


Repentance toward God and faith 
| toward Christ. 


You that were enemies, hath he 
reconciled. 


| You hath he quickened, who were 
| dead in sins, 


I will take away the s‘ony heart. 


There came a leper. 
| He is able to save unto the ullermost. 
By me, if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, 
If any man thirst, let him come. 


The heavy laden, and I will give 
| you rest, 


| Thy sins be forgiven thee. 


| This is worthy of all acceptation. 
{ 


THE INVITATION EXTENDED. 


All invited. Isa. 55:1, 


| 
Salvation free. ‘Rey. 22; 17. 


Faith secures 
blessing. 


Eternal life. John 8: 


_ 


6. 


To all who believe. |Acts 18; 39. 


{ 


i) 


Being justified. Rom. 5; 


A free gift. Eph. 2: 8, 


An immediate salva- John 8 ; 36, 
tion, 


Every want satisfied. John 6 : 35. 


True life begun. John 11; 25. 


the Acts 10; 43. 


| Ho, every one that thirsteth, come. 


Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely. 


Whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins. 


Shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. 


By him, all that believe are justi- 
fied, 


Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God. 


By grace ye are saved, thro’ faith. 


we that believeth Aath everlasting 
fe. 


He that believeth shall never thirst 
Though dead, yet shall he live. 


THE INVITATION URGENT. 


The choice to be im- \Josh. 24: 15. 
mediate. 


God is speaking now. Heb. 3: 15. 


No promise for to- 2 Cor. 6:2. 
morrow. 


Then, it may be too Isa. 55:6, 
late. 

This the first duty. Matt. 6: 33 

Act at once. Luke 18; 24. 


Do not be deceived. |Luke 10; 42 


Your soul is at stake. Mark & ; 87, 


Break away from all 2 Cor. 6:17. 
Sin, 


Jesus is waiting, Rev. 3; 20. 


He supplies every John 14: 6. 


need, 


No help elsewhere. (Acts 4:12. 
Noaccess but by him, '1 Tim, 2: 5. 


| 
A sure foundation. (1 Cor, 3:11. 


Choose ye this day whom ye will 
| serve. 


To-day, if ye will hear his voice. 


Now is the day of salvation. 


Seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found. 

Seek first the kingdom of God. 

Strive to enter in. 

One thing is needful. 


What shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul f 


Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate. 


Istand at the door, and knoek. 


I ome Way, the Fruth, and the 
dife. 


| Neither is there salvation in any 
other. 


There is one mediator between God 
; and men, 


| 
| Other foundation can no man lay. 
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ACCEPTING THE INVITATION. 


Jesus healed Bar- |Mark 10:47 


timeus, 


Jesus told of the pub- Luke 18:13 
lican. 


Jesus rescued Peter. |Matt. 14:30. 


Sincere penitence. Psa. 32 : 5. 


Prompt decision. Luke 15:18 
Full confession. Psa. 51:4 


Praying for a new Psa. 51: 10. 
heart. 


All things are possi-/Mark 9 : 24. 
ble. } 


A willing response. (Psa. 27 : 8. 


The reward of faith. Mark 3: 5. 


Satisfying knowl- 
edge. 


Peace in believing. Luke 8: 48 


Renewed. 2 Cor. 5:17 


John 9; 25. 


Have mercy on me 


Be merciful to me, a sinner 


Lord, save me. 

I will confess my transgressions 

I will arise and go to my father 

Against thee only have I sinned 

Create within me a clean heart. 

Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief. 

Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 


He stretehed it out, and his hand 
was restored. 


Whereas I was blind, now I see 


. Thy faith hath made thee whole 


Go in peace. 


. In Christ, he is a new creature 


DUTIES 


Loving obedience. John 14:15 


Entire consecration. Rom. 12:1 


The ruler of the soul. 2 Cor, 10:5 


The Indwelling F Cor, 3:16 
Spirit. | 


Speak for Christ. Rom. 10:10 


Home religion. 


Unite with his people Luke 22:19 
Honor his name. Matt. 5:16 
Use his weapons. /Eph. 6:11. 
Ask his aid. 


Keep neartohim. (Col. 2:6,7 
j 


Follow his example. Heb, 12: 2. 
Expect a crown. iRey. 2:10. 


Cling to the promises. Heb. 6 : 12. 


Luke 8: 39. 


If ye love me, keep my command- 


Werts,. 


Present your bodies a living sacri 
fice. 


. Bringing into captivity every 
thought. 


Ye are the Temple of God. 
| 


. With the mouth confession is 
made, 


Show how great things God hath 
done unto thee 


. This do in remembrance of me 
. Let your light shine. 


Put on the whole armor of God 


1Thes. 5:17 Pray without ceasing. 


Ag ye have received Christ, so walk 
in him. 


Looking unto Jesus. 
Be thou faithful unto death, 


Through faith and patience, in 
herit the promises 


ENCOURAGEMENTS. 


The Father's love. 


| 


His workmanship Philip. 1: 6 


His purpose for each. Philip. 2:1! 


Joy in an unseen Sa-'1 Pet. 1: 8. 

viour. } 
A burden-bearer. jl Pet. 5:7. 
A deliverer. 
| 


His unchanging 
yord, 


His sustaining arm. Isa. 43 : 2. 


|Luke 12:32. 


{1 Cor. 10: 1: 


Fear not; it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 


He that hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it, 


3 For itis God which worketh in you 


| Whom not having seen, ye love. 


Casting all care upon him. 


3 Who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able. 


|Heb, 10 : 23. He is faithful that promiseth. 


When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee. 


His providing grace. 2 Cor. 12:9. My grace is sufficient for thee. 
Pp gs ys 


His preserving care. 1 Pet. 1: 5. 


More than conquer- Rom. 8: 31 
ors. 


The highest priv-'1John3;1. 


ilege of man. 


A glorious inherit- Rom. 8:17. 


ance, 


A proof of accept- 1 John3:14 
alice, 


A pledge of safety. (Gal. 2: 20. 


Kept by the power of God, through 
faith. 


If God be for us, who can be against 
us? 


Called sons of God. 
Ifsons, then joint-heirs with Christ 


We know we have passed from 
death to life, because we love the 
brethren. 


| 


Christ liveth in me 


A standard of valua- Philip. 3:8. I count all things but loss, for the 


tion. 


Infinite resources. Eph. 3 : 20, 


The prayer of faith. John 15:7. 


The unfailing advo- Heb. 7: 25. 
cate. 


knowledge of Christ. 


Who is able to do exceeding 
abundantly. 


Ye shall ask what ye will. 


He ever liveth to make interces 
| sion. 


The sentinel of the Philip. 4:7. The peace of God shall keep your 


1eart 


The owner of all. 


23. 


Mansions ready. John 14: 2. 


The song of heaven Rey. 1: 5, € 
begun on earth, 


1 Cor. 3 : 22, 


1earts. 


All things are yours and ye ar 


Christ's. 
I go to prepar place for you 
3. Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, be glory and domi: 


ion for ever and ever. 


AID OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Convincing. 

Renewing. John 3: 5. 
Guiding. John 16:1 
Witnessing. Rom, 8: 16 
Helping. Rom. § : 26. 


Making fruitful. Gal, 5 : 22. 


Do not grieve him, (1 Thes. 5:1 


John 16: 8.! He will reprove of sin. 


Except a man be born of the Spirit. 


3. He will guide you into all truth 
Beareth witness with our spirit 
Also helpeth our infirmitiés. 
The fruit of the Spirit fs love 


9 Quench not the Spirit 





Christ's claim unrec- 


ognized, 


His invitation de- 
spised. 


His authority re- 


jected. 
The nature perverted 
The thoughts evil 
The heart wrong. 
The mind wrong 
The conscience 

wrong. 
Spiritually dead. 
Hopeless. 
Without peace. 
Spiritual poverty. 
Peril. 


Under 
tion. 


condemna 
Unbelief the cause. 


Death the result. 
Under wrath. 


Judgment to come. 


Final sentence. 


Vain excuses, 
Impenitence. 


Unbelief. 


Worldliness. 
Pride. 


Fear of man. 

Self-righteousness 

Pleasure 

An unforgiving tem- 
per. 

Living for self. 


Self-denial necessary. 


At any cost. 


Test of discipleship. 


Christ watching. 


Delay is sin. 

The true teacher. 
Obedience. 
Solves doubts. 


Neglect of Bible. 


Love of sin. 


MAN'S 


John 1:11 


John 5: 40, 


Luke 19:14 


Rom. 8: 7. 


Matt.15: 19 


Jer. 17:9. 


Eph. 4: 18 


1 Tim. 4: 2 


Eph. 2: 1. 
Eph. 2: 12. 
Isa. 57 : 21. 
Rev. 3: 17. 
Ezek. 18 : 2 


John 3:18 


John 8: 24. 


Rom. 6: 23. 
John 3: 36. 


Rom. 2: 6. 


Matt. 25:41. 
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GUILT. 

His own received him not. 

Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life. 


We will not have this man to reign 
over us. 


The carnal mind is enmity against 


God, 


Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts 


The heart is deceitful and despe 
rately wicked. 


Having the understanding dark 
ened. 


Having the conscience seared. 


Dead in trespasses and sins. 
Having no hope, and without God. 
No peace to the wicked. 
Wretched, miserable, poor, blind. 
The soul that sinneth, it shall die. 


He that believeth not, is con- 
demned already. 


If ye believe not, ye shall die in 


your sins, 
For the wages of sin is death. 
The wrath of God abideth on him 


Who will render to every man ac 
cording to his deeds 


Depart from me. 


OBSTACLES 


Luke 14:18. 


Rom, 2: 5. 


Matt. 15:58 


1 John 2:15 


Prov. 16: 5. 


John 12: 43. 


Luke 16:15 


Fitus 3 


Matt. 6 :15 


2 Cor.5:1 


Mark 8: 51 


Matt, 18:8. 


Luke 14:33. 


Luke 9: 26. 


All, with one consent, beg to 
make excuse 

Thy hardness and 
heart, 


impenitent 


Jecause of their unbelief. 
If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 


Proud in heart, an abomination to 
the Lord. 

They loved the praise of men more 

Which justify yourselves before 
men, 

Serving divers pleasures. 

If ye forgive not, neither will your 
Father forgive. 

Should not henceforth live unto 
themselves. 

Deny himself, and take up his 
CToss. 

If thy hand offend thee, cut it off. 

Whosoever forsaketh not all that 
he hath. 


Whosoever shall be ashamed of me 


DOUBTING 


1Kings 18:21 


John 6: 68. 


Matt. 7:2 


John 7:17 


Fohn 5: 3g 


Matt. 6: 25 


Christ alone enlight- John 8 ; 12. 
ens, 

In heavenly knowl- James 1 
edge, 

Not philosophical 1 Cor. 1; 21 
reasoning. 

Humility essential. |Matt. 18 : 3. 


Humility blessed. 


Sineerity blessed. 


Rejection impossible. 
He breaks all fetters. 
Use his method. 
Listen to his voice. 


Be not faithless. 


All will yet be made 


Hear his promise. 


Peter forgiven. 
He will hear you. 


Ife can save you. 


The good Shepherd 


James 4:6. 


Acts 8 : 37. 


John 6: 37 
John 8: 52 
Luke 4:8. 
Mark 4:39 


John 20; 28 


John 13:7 


How long halt ye between two 
opinions? 

To whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal lif 

Whosoever he 
and doeth them. 


areth these sayings 

If any man d> his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine 

Search the Ser 


iptures 


If thine eve be evil thy Wwhoie 
body is full of lark: < 


Iam the Light of the world 





Except ye become as little children 
He giveth grace to the humble 


If thou believest with all thine 
heart. 


I will in no wise cast out 

The truth shall make you free 
Get thee behind me, Satan 
Peace, be still. 


Thomas answered, “ My Lord and 
my God.” 


Thou shalt know hereattet 


BACKSLIDING 
Lalle 
Jer, 2:19. | Thou hast forsaken Lord 
Jer. 14:7. |Our backslidings are many; we 


Hosea 14:4. 


Matt. 26:75 


Psa. 130:1 


Matt. 14:31 


Psa. 23 :3. 


have sinne 
I will heal their bac} 
Peter remembered the word of 
Jesus. 
Out of the depths h 


I ive I cried unto 
thee 


h, wherefore 


O thou of little fai 
didst thou doubt? 


He restoreth my soul. 
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February 12, 1876.] 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.] 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Missouri, State, At Kamsas City -oorscccccececeeseeesesenerenees May 16-18, 1876. 
New YOrk, State, Ob Oth CRrercorcessccccccoscccescosccsccesesseccovsecons June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at POMONt...ccccrercsesscsessicccsoscccvcovsasseecee June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne..........ccesecrsescseseresccsseceenes June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohio, State, at Dayton...........cceceeeeseee ee le eS 
Iowa, State, at Council BLU f¥s......... .ccccccecsecesseesseseeeseoed une 13-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Framkfort.........-:ccccssesseesseeee eneeeees June 20-23, 1876. 
Sunday School Congress, at Plainfield, N. J................March 5-10, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J.........+4......J uly 22-30, 1876. 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, Iowa...June 27-July 4, 1876. 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y............++ August 1-15, 1876. 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 


New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 p.m., taught by Mrs. 8S. W. Clark. 

New York Baptist Sunday School Teachers’ Association, at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, second Thursday evening of 
each month, except July and August. 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday- 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber Newton. 

New York Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union). at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Baptist 
Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach- 
ers, of the International lessons, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures to February 15, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o’clock, P.m., at St. Luke’s 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 714 p.M., at Church of the Ad- 
vent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 74 P.M., at St. Matthew’s Church. 

Philadelphia, Union meeting for teachers and superintendents, every 
Saturday, for the exposition of the International lessons, at 54 
North Fourth Street. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the Interna- 
tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post’s Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. Dr. C. L. Goodell. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Teachers’ Institutes in the parlor of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, February 25; March 10, 24; April 7, 21. 

Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall 9f the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rey. Principal Caven, of Knox 
College. 

Birmingham, Iowa, Teachers’ Institute, February 22, 23. Rev. J. B. 
Atchinson, conductor. 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. Conductor 
for February 14, Rev. Dr. John H. Vincent. 


THE BROOKLYN NORMAL-CLASS. 
ws the meeting of the Brooklyn Normal.class, in the 

Hanson Piace Baptist Church, Thursday evening, 
January 27, the Rev. Dr. Duryea took for his theme, 
“The relation of the imagination to the study of the 
Scriptures and to the work of teaching the Scriptures.” 

After briefly stating the relation of the subject to his 
two former lectures of the same course, upon Attention 
and Memory, he said that the office of the imagination 
is to fashion and construct actual pictures of the thing 
presented. We can see as actually from a good descrip- 
tion every minutie of a scene, as we can recall from 
memory one beheld with the eyes. Children, particularly, 
delight in the exercise of this faculty ; they want to get 
the minutest details, and to hear a story again and 
again in order to form a perfect picture in every respect 
in their minds, Every fine orator in giving descriptions 
has, and must have, as perfectly distinct a picture in his 
own mind, as if, actually looking upon his object, he sees 
the scene he is portraying before him, and describes it 
from sight, not from memory. 

The imagination does not create, but only constructs ; 
it puts the material already in the mind into new forms ; 
therefore great variety of experience is desirable. A 
teacher especially should go through every possible ex- 
perience of good and pure things. We can double our 
own lives by taking into them the experiences of an- 
other; by the proper exercise of the imagination, they 
become as truly our own experience, as if we had lived 
them. We thus live, not only our own lives, but the 
lives of all with whom we come in intimate contact. 
Therefore, it is possible to know and see a place, Palestine 
for example, as thoroughly by the descriptions of another 
as by actual visitation. Numerous interesting incidents 
were given to prove this point, The speaker believed 
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that if set down in any part of the Holy Land, he would 
not be much at a loss to find his bearings, although his 
work in that line had so far been small to what he in- 
tended in the future. 

As imagination pictures can only be formed from ma- 
terial already in the mind, it is necessary for a teacher 
to come down to the level of his pupils’ experience. His 
descriptions must not be formed from data in his own 
mind, but from elements in those of his pupils. He 
ought, therefore, to know the measure of his pupils’ 
thoughts and attainments very thoroughly. It would be 
very hard to make an uneducated inhabitant of the tro- 
pics understand an iceberg, only by commencing with 
his knowledge of glass and water, and of the colors of 
the rainbow. Could the image of an iceberg be con- 
structed in his mind, if these elements were wanting in 
his experience? The effort would be useless in apply- 
ing these principles to the study of the Scriptures. 

The Bible is not a system of theology, still less fs it a 
creed; but it is a succession of vivid pictures, a true his- 
tory of living, thinking, human beings and of God’s 
dealings with them. Some have said that Sunday-school 
teachers should not teach geography, history, manners, 
and customs, but only the gospel. Without these things 
there is no gospel. It is impossible to understand God’s 
dealings with any man in the Bible, without knowing 
all about that man’s manner of life and surroundings. 
We must be able ta see Abraham, sitting at the door 
of his tent, with his white hair and beard. We must 
know him as neither more nor less than an Arab Sheik, 
with the intellect of a child, and less knowledge than 
one of our Sunday-school children. We shall then, and 
then only, be able to understand God’s dealings with 
him, and what he accomplished by him. The office of 
this faculty to a Sunday-school teacher is twofold: 
first, to enable him to obtain vivid pictures of Scriptural 
life himself, and secondly, to build up by description in 
his pupils’ minds, from the material already there, equally 
vivid scenes. 

God’s instructions were given a little at a time, and to 
suit each individual case. We must not imagine the in- 
structions of Jesus, and of the apostles after him, as ad- 
dressed to some indefinite “church universal,” but to 
the living man Peter, or to the members of the church 
at Rome. 

Dr. Duryea closed with an effective personal question, 
illustrating his former remarks: “To whom do you ad- 
dress yourselves in prayer—that is, what definite object 
have you in mind to whom you speak? This point to 
the heathen was so difficult that he embodied for pur- 
poses of worship some attribute of deity, generally a 
very low one, in visible form. We say, we worship 
Jesus ; God manifest among us; but do we not think of 
him in a sort of indefinite haze, as represented by 
painters. When I am hungry and go to him for food, 
I see him returning, hungry and tempted from the desert. 
When I am cut to the heart by the desertion of a friend, 
I worship him in the garden betrayed by Judas, I know 
the manners and customs of the people, I see the crowd, 
I am under the olive trees with him. When I am weary 
with the toils and cares of life, I ‘ turn aside and rest’ with 
him. When I want a child to worship him, I paint the 
infant in the manger. A boy can worship him sitting 
among the doctors, a young man as with the dew of his 
baptiem upon him, he rises from Jordan to begin his 
ministry, and so from the cradle to the tomb I follow 
him, knowing each surrounding of his daily life, and 
when I come to die I shall worship him upon the cross, 
when he said, ‘ It is finished, and yielded up the ghost.’ ” 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


N Monday evening, February 14, the monthly meet- 
ing of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union will be 
held at the Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The Rev. Dr. Helmer, of the Tompkins Avenue Congre- 
gational Courch, and the Rev. Matthew Hale Smith, of 
the Park Congregational Church, will deliver the 
addresses. 


Six sessions yet remain for the Camden Normal Class. 
Oa February 10, the Rev. J.S. Ostrander was announced 
to conduct an exercise illustrative of ‘Scenes in the 
Orient, or Bible manners and customs.” Thirty per- 
sons, in full costume, were to aid the lecturer in delinea- 
ting the peculiar habits of Bible lands, On February 
17, the Rev. De. Warren Randolph is to speak upon 
“Mistakes in teaching ;” and J. Bennett Tyler is to 
discuss ‘The mechanical construction of the Bible,” 
and conduct a class drill. Oa March 2, the Rev. H. C. 
McCook lectures upon the “‘ Geography of the Bible.” 
Oa March 16, Mr. Tyler discusses “ How to win and 





hold attention ;” and J. Howard Seal considers “ Black- 
board illustration.” Oa March 30, the Rev. I. Newton 
Ritner presents “Hints from the adult-class field.” On 
April 13, the topic is, “ History and chronology of the 
Bible.” On April 27, the Rev. Dr. Vincent discusses 
“ Questioning.” All these meetings are to be held in 
the Fourth Street Baptist Church, and Sunday-school 
workers are invited to attend. 


Workers in the West are arranging for an assembly 
after the Chautauqua pattern, They aimed at such an 
one last year, but were compelled to abandon it, from 
inability to prepare their grounds in time. According 
to the Northwestern Christian Advocate, an organization 
to carry the project this year has been completed, with 
the following officers: Hon. Hiram Price, of Davenport, 
president; Hon. H C Sigler, of Osceola, vice-president ; 
Rev. J. R. Berry, of Waterloo, corresponding secretary 
I. Garmoe, of Fort Dodge, treasurer; Robert Grant, of 
McGregor, secretary. It has been decided to hold the 
Assembly on the camp meeting grounds, at Clear Lake, 
Iowa; to commence June 27, and close July 4. The 
states for which this arrangement is specially made, are 
Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, 
and Dakota. Departments have been constituted to 
provide for all the varied work of the assembly. Bul- 
letin No. 2 will be issued in March; No. 3 in May. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—_—~> — 


UNDAY-SCHOOL work in Virginia is on the in- 
crease since the Union State Convention. 


—In Philadelphia there are 85 Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday-schools, comprising 2310 teachers and 25,924 
scholars. 


—Dean Stanley preached a sermon to children on 
David and Goliath, at Westminster Abbey, on “Inno- 
cents Day.” 


—Mrs. E. M. Moore has been fifty-three years a teacher 
in the Sunday-school of the First Baptist Church of this 
city, and sixty years a member of the school. 


—Hon. John Brownfield, of South Bond, Ind., has 
begun the thirty-eighth year of his service as superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church of that city. 


—In illustration of the power of intemperance, the 
Church Sunday School Magazine mentions that of seventy- 
seven scholars tracked by one Sunday-school superin- 
tendent only two were found in the habit of regular 
church attendance, while thirty-nine had become con- 
firmed drunkards. 


—Kentucky Sunday school workers have a plan by 
which the sixteen vice-presidents of the State Associa- 
tion have each a district for special oversight and work- 
ing. The plan is said to work weil thus far. More 
counties have been organized within the past six or 
seven months, including some now in process of organ- 
izing, than in the nine previous years of the association’s 
history. 


—A Sunday-school missionary in Nebraska has this 
story to tell of his success in keeping open Sunday- 
schools in the winter: “ Just after 1 began my letter a 
superintendent called to see me, whose school has been 
closed a month, telling me he had felt it was wrong to 
close, but the sentiment in the district was in favor of it, 
and he dared not do anything alone, and asking me if I 
would come and give him a lift. Next Sabbath I am 
going to help him. The great trouble is funds to buy 
material, and although I have not a farthing to give we 
will re-open his school if somebody has to sell his new 
boots to raise the money. Another band of workers 
were coming to the conclusion that their school hadn’t 
been worth anything the past summer and the sooner 
it was closed the better, when a mother with a large family 
of half-grown men spoke. ‘’Pears to me we ain’t doing 
right. I know the school hasn’t done for us what it 
ought to, or what it might, but we are to blame, we only 
make an hour or two like Sunday and then it’s like 
every day, what could we expect? not that I agree that 
the time’s lost we’ve spent in it by any means. It has 
done something. Look how ’twas last year, we never had 
so much Sunday then as we have now, and besides see 
how we’ve learned the Bible, that’s worth something, 
and I think we’ve no right to give it up yet till we’ve 
tried more’n we have.’ That school lives on ” 
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—Miss Tucker (A. L. 0. E.) has arrived in India. 
She goes to Umritaur. 

—The English Bishop of Bloemfontein, South Africa, 
has returned to his field, taking with him twenty-two 


helpers for his mission work, including a daughter of 
the Archbishop of Dublin. 


—It is stated in the Christian World that the English 
Wealeyans were never more active than now in aggres- 
sive evangelistic work. Their wealthier and more intel- 
ligent members are forward in revival efforts. 


—As to the growing hopefulness of Christian work 
among the Chinese on the Pacific coast, the Rev. J. K 
McLean, of Oakland, declares, in The National Sunday 
School Teacher, that “ more conversions have taken place 
in the last ten months than in all the years before since 
the Chinese came to America.” 


—The Rev. W. O. Simpson, of Derby, stated in a re- 
cent address, as reported in the London Christian, as to 
the fruits of the Moody and Sankey meetings, ‘‘ that 
he had carefully looked over the reports of the churches, 
and found that there was not a church which did not 
acknowledge an increase of membership and spiritual 
life as the result.” 


—Lord Garvagh, third baron in the peerage of Ireland, 
was recently baptized on profession of his Christian 
faith. The Christian World reports him as making a 
brief address while standing before the baptistery, and 
asking the congregation to join him in singing the hymn: 

“T am coming to the cross, 
I am poor, and weak, and blind.” 


—At Charlotte, N. C., January 25, the series of evan- 
gelistic meetings in the South, led by the Rev. George 
A. Hall, as a representative of the International Asso- 
ciation of Young Men’s Christian Associations, was 
pleasantly inaugurated. Two public services and a 
Bible-reading were conducted by Mr. Hall; also two ser- 
vices at Biddle Institute. There were signs of special 
interest in the gospel message. A conference with the 
local association was held, to discuss the needs and diffi- 
culties of its special work. 


—Both io Australia and New South Wales an unusual 
religions interest prevails. A correspondent of the Lon- 
don Christian, writing from Windsor, in the latter colony, 
Bays: 

“On Sunday morning the change was wonderful. The 
school has been in a bad state for want of teachers; the 
children wild and disorderly. This morning the majority of 
them were hushed and earnest, some with bright happy 
faces, some with serious ones—big, rude boys sittiug quiet 
and attentive. A number of men were waiting to offer 
themselves as teachers. It has been a very wonderful time 
—such a hush and rest upon the town; such a deep, earnest 
feeling ; such a quiet, orderly, real work ; and such a spirit 
of brotherhood. Every one came to church; the Congrega- 
tional church was closed, and minister and flock came. 
There were drunkards, and little children, night after night, 
eagerly coming; girls we regarded as utterly giddy and 
flighty, sitting there crying quietly; old people learning 
like little children —no words can describe it.” 


—By special appointment, Mr. Moody met the young 
converts of the Depot meetings, on Friday evening, 
February 4. Admission was restricted, at the first, to 
this class; tickets being issued to those who sent their 
names and residences, and who indicated their usual 
preferred places of worship. To this opportunity, nearly 
three thousand persons responded. The admission of 
pastors, other workers, and the public was provided for 
after the converts, and the immense auditorium was 
again filled to the utmost. After introductory services, 
Mr. Moody said: “I want to call your attention to one 
little word of just four letters. It is the word, adé. 
Now, first of all, look at Romans 14:4. ‘ Yea, he shail 
be holden up, for God is able to make him stand.’ The 
one thing young converts most need to learn is, that 
they cannot stand of themselves, The quicker you learn 
this the better. Many fall because they think they can 
take care of themselves, It takes God to hold, and to 
keep you, and it’s very sweet to me to know he is able 
to do it. He kept Joseph down, in Egypt. He kept 
Daniel, in Babylon. He kept Moses, and Elijah, and 
Paul, and he’s able to keep every one of you. If you 
are full of self-confidence, you’ll fall. That’s how Peter 
got into such trouble. ‘Though all men should be 
offended because of thee, yet will not I,’ said Peter; but 
Satan had desired to sift him as wheat, and by and by 
Satan got hold of him, and shook him, and shook him, 
and down Peter went. There are three enemies all you 
young converts have. They are the flesh, the world, 
and the devil. Don’t think you’ve got rid of these when 
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you have believed on Christ. You haven’t. They'll 
stick to you. I’ve long since got over having confidence 
in myself. My only safety is in Christ. Better men and 
women than any in this hall have fallen. David had 
been God’s king twenty years, and yet he fell. Keepon 
watching right on down to the grave. If you are lifted 
up, and conceited, thinking you’re strong enough to fight 
it out yourselves, you'll fall. And now, turn to Isa. 
41:10. ‘I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness.’ Be more concerned to have God take hold of 
you,than that you take hold of God. Put your hand in God’s 
hand, and say, ‘Hold me.’ There are two lives every Chris- 
tian must live. The first, a life with God; the second, 
a life before the world. Keep both of these. See that 
the downward life, which strikes below the surface and 
roots itselfin God, is lived right, then the outward life 
will take care of itself. We have too many surface 
Caristians. They are like trees rooted in a little skin of 
earth) or top of arock. A storm of wind comes and over 
they go. Have a deep rooted, inner life, not a super- 
ficial one. I’ve just been down in Fiorida. They’ve had 
a very dry time there, no rain ot any account for months. 
But the orange trees looked so vigorous, that I inquired 
how it was. ‘Why,’ said a man, ‘Orange trees have a 
tap root, that goes clear down to water.’ So do you 
strike down. Be rooted and grounded. If you live in 
this way there’ll be no trouble about your standing. A 
man said to his boy, ‘Why, howe bright you look this 
morning ; I guess you’ve had two breakfasts!’ ‘Yes I 
have,’ said the boy, ‘for I know what you mean; one 
breakfast for my body, and another formy soul!’ Every 
one of you, be sure to get two good breakfasts every day. 
You are babes now and you need to grow. In Heb, 
2: 18, we have something very precious, ‘ For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to suc- 
cor them that are tempted.’ God had one Son without 
sin, but he never had a son without temptation. It’s no 
sin to be tempted, but it is a sin to yield. Now our 
Saviour has been tempted. If you do fall, or slip, don’t 
be discouraged, and give it up, but go to him; he’il 
comfort and help. The world expects more of 
young Chritians than Christ himself does. Now 
turn for a moment to 2 Timothy 1:12: ‘For I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.’ What had Paul committed to him? 
Why his soul, of course. That he is able to keep. 
Somebody asked a man to what persuasion he belonged ? 
He answered, ‘To the same persuasion as Paul!’ ‘And 
what was that, pray?’ said the inquirer. ‘ To the persua- 
sion that he is able,’ and that isthe very best persuasion. 
If you had to keep your own souls Satan would get them 
before you reach home. People say, ‘Well, a great 
many of these young converts will fall away.’ That’s 
true. The parable of the sower will hold good, I sup- 
pose, as long as the world stands. A man came into 
Chicago and opened a store where two or three other 
men had failed. He went right into the same business, 
too, and people wondered how he kept going. By and 
by it came out that he had a veryrich brother. So have 
you a rich brother, and he will supply all your needs. 
In London I used to see a squad of soldiers march down 
every evening and stand guard all night around the 
Bank of England. That’s the way the angels encamp 
around the righteous and keep them. In 2 Cor. 9: 8, 
we read, ‘ And God is able to make all grace abound to- 
ward you; that ye, always having all-sufliciency in all 
things, may abound toevery good work.’ God is able to 
fit you for every good work. Now every one of you go 
into some church, and go to work there. Let that be the 
first thing you do. Every Christian should stand by the 
church, If the church is not what it ought to be, go 
into it and make it better; but never stand outside and 
throw stones at it. Don’t go into the church to sleep 

We have too many ‘sleeping partners’ already. In 
working begin by telling your experience, but don’t do 
it always, or people will think you a bore. Read a verse 
that has been precious to you, and stop when you are 
done. Be real, be earnest, be yourself; don’t imitate 
anybody; have no cant, or whine; put your heart into 
your work; we've head enough already. Be growing 
Christians. I know some Christians who haven't grown 
an inch in fifteen years. Beware of these two dangers, 
first, doing nothing; second, doing something, and getting 
puffed up about it. When a young convert thinks he is 
beginning to do ‘remarkably well,’ Satan soon tumbles 
him off the track. When we bade farewell to the young 
converts at Edinburgh, good Dr. Bonar, with his vener- 
able locks, stood before them, and said, ‘ As an old man 
I want to tell you ye need not to fall; ye need not to 
fail!” Mr, Moody’s concluding appeals were founded 
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upon Deut. 32: 10, and Acis 20: 32, and, using the 
words of a fellow-worker now at rest, he closed by say- 
ing, “ Good-night ; good-night; by the grace of God I’ll 
meet you in the morning.” 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Sermons on the International Sunday-school Lessons for 
1876. By the Monday Club. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks 
& Co.—It is often the case that a teacher, hearing a 
sermon on the Sunday school lesson which he has just 
taught, wishes he could have heard it before. It gives 
him suggestions as to the teachings and applications of 
the lesson which he would have been glad to use in his 
class. A number of Congregational pastors, living in 
and about Boston, have anticipated this feeling of 
teachers, by preparing in advance sermons on the lessons 
for 1876, and presenting them in this volume. The 
work is sure to be welcomed by many teachers. A ser- 
mon does not take the place of exegetical notes, Lis 
reading will not obviate the necessity of close study. 
But the reading of a good sermon on a lesson one is to 
teach is a help in preparation; not as a substitute for, 
but as supplemental to the careful examination of the 
text, and of the best available aids to its full understand- 
ing. These sermons are of varied value; none are with- 
out merit for their attempted work; some are quite 
suggestive. The clustering of practical applicaticns vi 
the lesson at the close of several of the sermons 1s 
exceedingly well done. The volume as a whole is one 
of the helps to be desired by those who would have the 
best and fullest aids to the study and teaching of the 
lessons for 1876. It has already passed to a second 
edition, and is highly commended by those who have 
put it to the test of experimental service. 


Among my Books. By James Russell Lowell. Second 
series. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—If we were 
asked what books to give a young man unfamiliar wich 
literature, and desirous of interesting himself in it, Mr. 
Lowell’s Among my Books, and My Study Windows 
would hold a place in the list. For they have that for- 
tunate mixture of wit and wisdom which approves them 
at once to the scholar and the every day reader. This 
second series of Among my Books is made up of 
fewer chapters than the first was, and its range is more 
limited, four out of its five chapters being devoted to 
English authors. But the volume is the product of a 
thoughtful, and sensitive, and wise man of genius, and 
it seems to us the best /iterawry book of the past twelve 
months. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 





Victor and Vanquished. By Mary Cecil Hay. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—This volume takes its 
place in the “ Library of Select Novels”’ of its publishers, 
a series of high average excellence. But it is a story 
deserving no special commendation. Miss Hay’s style 
is, in a literary way, polished and enjoyable; but in the 
management of the plot there is too much sensationalism 
and a suspicion of undue sentimentality. In a word, the 
reader who likes this book will be still better satisfied 
with one of G. P. R. James’s innumerable tales. Bui 
one swallow does not make a summer, nor one poor novel 
a failure for the novelist. Miss Hay, in Old Myddel- 
ton’s Money, has written one excellent story, and we 
believe that she will sometime give us another. (For 
sale by J B. Lippincott & Co.) 


The Thrones and Palaces of Babylon and Nineveh. 
By John P. Newman, D.D. New York: Harper & 
Brothers.—This volume is one of the results of Dr. 
Newman’s much-criticised tour around the world in the 
capacity of governmental inspector of consulates. So 
many works on Assyria, by men of the rank of George 
Smith, and Francois L°normant, and A. H. Sayce have 
been published within the past five years that Dr. New- 
man could hardly hope to equal his predecessors in 
scholarship or profundity. This he certainly has not 
done; but the book is a graphic and pleasant account of 
sights and scenes unfamiliar, certainly, to Dr. Newman’s 
public. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


The Analogy of Religion. By Joseph Butler, D. D. 
Edited by Joseph Cummings, D. D. New York: Nelson 
& Phillips—This is the seventh American editition of 
Bishop Butler’s perennial work, but it has merits which 
give it a good place among its rivals. President Cum- 
mings’s notes are brief, and yet they compress into a 
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small space much that is essential to the 
profitable study of the text. Too copious 
notes are never read at all. The biographi- 
cal sketch of Butler is by Henry Rogers, 
the author of The Eclipse of Faith The 
typographical execution of the book is 
fairly good, and the binding is neat and 
stout. (For sale by Perkinpine & Higgins.) 


Through and Through the Tropics. By 
Frank Vincent, Jr. New York: Harper 
& Brothers.—India and the islands of the 
Pacific Ocean are the regions described in 
this interesting volume of travels. Mr. 
Vincent started on his journey in 1869, 
going from New York to San Francisco in 
a sailing vessel. From San Francisco he 
proceeded through the tropics, and on the 
way made so many detours that in all he 
traversed some thirty thousand miles. 
Like its predecessor, The Land of the 
White Elephant, this volume is vigor- 
ously and clearly written. Mr. Vincent 
has not been out of college very long, and 
so he puts into his literary work much 
freshness and vivacity, avoiding the while 
unseemly haste or frivolity. He is a good 
sight-seer, and has added materially to the 
literature of travel. (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) 

A Paying Investment, By Anne E. Dick- 
inson. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.— 
A new novel by Miss Dickinson has long 
been announced by the paragraphists of 
the daily papers; but the present volume, 
which has been the foundation of their 
reports, proves not to bea novel at all, but 
a contribution to social ecience. It dis- 
cusses brightly and vigorously certain living 
questions concerning education, labor, im- 
migration, and the punishment of crime. 
Miss Dickinson lacks, both as an author 
and a lecturer, a certain depth of thought 
and eveaness of balance; but her percep- 
tions are unusually keen and her courage 
is strong and lasting. This book is well 
worth reading, and many—nay, most—of 
its suggestions and hints deserve not only 
attention but practical illustration. (For 
sale by Porter & Coates ) 





Halves, By James Payn. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—This is a singular 
novel, and Mr, Payn has invented a plot 
which stands out curiously among the 
countless recent works of fiction. The 
story follows the fortunes of two brothers, 
who, in beginning to win their way 
through the world, promise each other to 
divide equally, the next time they meet, 
whatever property they may acquire. There 
is plot and counterplot, plenty of mystery, 
and some rascality and crime. Asa whole 
the story is rather gloomy, but Mr. Payne 
is a good literary artist, and the warp and 
woof of the novel are cleverly woven to- 
gether. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 


Papa's Boy. By Mrs. ©, E. K. Davis. Bos- 
ton: D. Lothrop & Co.—Mrs. Davis is a 
pleasant writer for children, and her books 
are safe reading for the little folks. She 
knows the ways and the wants of children, 
and she has met them once more in this 
story of Arthur Stuart. It is a book simple 
eaough to be understood by a child four 
years old, and with enough in it to please 
a child of ten or twelve. It is attractively 
bound, with a pretty chromo face as an 
adornment of the cover. 
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The Gates of Praise, and other original hymns, 
ems, and fragments of verse. By J. R. Macduff, 


».D. Price $1.00. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. For sale by The Presbyterian Board 
of Publication. 

Life and Labors of Duncan Matheson, the Scottish 
Evangelist. By the Rev. John Macpherson. Price 
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For sale by The Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
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A Paying Investment. By Anna E. Dickinson. 
Price $1.00. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
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Sermons on the International Sunday-school Les- 
sons for 1876. By the Monday Club. Boston: 
Lockwood, Brooks & Co. 

Grace and Truth under twelve different aspects. 
By W. P. Mackay, A.M. (Stereotype edition. 
Chicago: F. H. Revell. 


Addresses by D. L. Moody, revised by himself. 
Chicago: Fleming H. Revell. 
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- Give your Sunday-school scholars the 
Bible Beok Mark (only 15 cents per dozen, 
postpaid) and you will be greatly helped 
in bringing about a more thorough prepa- 
ration of the lessons. Address E. A. Mc- 
Clean, Supt. S. S. Bureau Y. M. C. A,, 
Toledo, Ohio. Persons living in Ohio, In- 
diana, and Michigan, will do well to send 
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school supplies. 
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THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 
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tendents with helps, in the line of their spe 
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TWENTY-SIXTH 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


—OFr THE— 


AMERIVAN 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


—or— 


PHILADELPHIA, 


§. B. cor, Fourth and Walnut Streets, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC, 31, 1875, 











REECIPTS. 

Premiums received during the year..... $901,216.25 
Interest received from investments and 

Seb athetnichbsecessensscencdsuvitenesteetscstunio = 262,913.33 

$1,164,129.58 
LOSSES AND EXPENSES, 

Life losses and endowments paid............ $540,308.40 
Traveling nts and commissions........ . 59,260.19 
Amounts paid for surrendered policies... 61,125.87 
Salaries and medical examinations......... 33,121.50 
U.S. and State taxes and licenses... oon . 
Printing, advertising, stamps, etc............ 6 


Surplus premiums returned to insured 
and dividends 








ASSETS JANUARY 1, 1876. 
$100,000 arate of Pennsylvania loan ) 


8 (BA SOTIOS)........-00eceeeeeeee 

113,000 Illinois county bonds, 10’s : 
85,000 Jersey City, N. J., bonds, 7’s 

29,000 Louisville, Ky., bonds, 7’s 

25,000 ao city water bonds, 

PM wccccccecsen cvegencsnseocess coencoces 

34,100 District of Columbia bonds, 

B-EB Ba. cccccccscce seoesee 











BE cencaesaataradnieiews 
15,000 Mississippi State warrants, 
licinisineaneereabeetigedensentnaednexe 


15,000 City of Cape May, N. J., 

eg ee ET 
10,000 City of Pittsburg, Pa., bonds, 
7's 





(em Perrier 
10,000 Williamsport, Pa., water | 505,002.00 
EE I. cphcuncesins <xasansogate 
7,000 Pennsylvania Canal Co. 
bonds, 6’s.......... canine hvibibenana 
5,000 City of St. Louis, Mo., bonds, 
WF so ncqnnnsencnenqessac euencencccsencse 
5,000 Pennsylvania Railroad gen’l 
mortgage bonds, 6’s. . ..... 
200 shares Pennsylvania R R.... 
316 shares Corn Exchange Na- 
tional Bank...... . 
100 shares Commercial } 





22 shares Consolidation Na- 
SHomal, BAIR. 60 cce. crcoscccscecese 

500 shares Centennial Exposi- 
Mcaaduhs ++ entanunaey Vxssins 

4 shares Military Academy, 
Chester, Pa............0. iitpaneane 


a 








Mortgages upon real estate $2,600,889.56 
DROON QUID ba: devckiwecees sacstncdccinscncecccscscecs 321,500.00 
Loans on collaterals amply secured...... 329,779.26 
Premium notes secured by policies....... 745,616.14 


Premiums in hands of agents, secured 
by bonds, less cost of collection......... 36,413.46 
Deterred semi-annual and quarterly pre- 





SER TUININD TIRING os s0c seccasccicccctecvcnnsoce 88,000.00 
Cash on and hand in banks........ 247,606.54 
Accrued interest to January 1 128,164.01 

$5,002,970.97 


TRUSTEES, 

Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Henry K. Bennett, 


George W. Hill, 

Alexander Whilldin, 

George Nugent, 

Hon. James Pollock, 

William J. Howard, L. M. Whilldin. 

Albert C. Roberts, John Wanamaker, 
H. H. Eldridge. 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 

GEORGE NUGENT, Vice-President. 

ALEX. WHILLDIN, Chairman Finance Com. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 

JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary and Treasurer. 
J.G. HAMMER, Assistant Secretary. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


ee eee 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


THE LATE MR ROBERT MIM- 
PRISS. 

{From The Sunday School Times, London.] 
bar has added yet another to the 

host of public religious men of which 
he has already deprived us within the pre- 
sent year. The decease of this veteran 
Sunday-school reformer in his eightieth 
year, on Monday afternoon last, terminated 
the earthly course of one who filled as 
large a place as almost any man of his 
day in the attention of evangelical Chris- 
tians, Conformist and Non-conformist, 
throughout the United Kingdom. The 
praise of Robert Mimpriss was in all the 
churches, and his name was a household 
word a generation ago. Especially was he 
known and beloved for his untiring energy 
in the cause of definite Bible teaching 
among the young of all classes; and it 
will be regarded by many as at least a 
curious coincidence that he breathed his 
last on the very day when a new publishing 
house (15 Paternoster Square) was opened 
for the publication of his various works for 
“Systematic Bible Teaching.” 

Mr, Mimpriss was a man of large and 
varied ability, of restless activity, indo- 
mitable perseverance, and above all, of 
unusually generous sympathies, Although 
a staunch Episcopalian, his personal advo- 
cacy did at least as much to further the 
work of his life among Presbyterians, 
Independents, Baptists, and Methodists, 
as within the Established Church itself. 
A mere list of his various works in eluci- 
dation of the contents of the four gospels 
and the Acts of the Aposties would go far 
toward filling a column of our space. His 
“Graduated System of Simultaneous In- 
struction” was largely used in all classes 
of society, from the Royal Family down 
to ragged schools and reformatories. Twenty 
years ago Mr. Mimpriss was warmly sup- 
ported by most of the bishops of the Epis- 
copal Church, and by the leading minis- 
ters of the other evangelical bodies in this 
country. Since then, however, his great 
life-work has suffered much negiect. A sad 
domestic afiliction, acute persoual suffering, 
and oppressive pecuniary difficulties com- 
bined to cripple his energies 12 a manner 
most painful to himself and detrimental 
to the interests of his work before the 
public. But, as many of our readers may 
remember a conviction that Mr, Mim- 
priss’s system of New Testament lessons 
nas not been equalied by anything of the 
kind of a more recent date, has induced 
Mr. John Green, ot Notting-hill, to com- 
bine that system with his owa arrangement 
of catechism lessons, aud, as hinted above, 
a publishing house is now devoted exclu- 
sively to the interests of the combined 
systems, 

For several years past Mr. Mimpriss had 
often been attacked by the painful disease 
which terminated in his death, but his 
wonderful vital capacity had enabled him 
to beat the enemy back so regularly that 
the last struggle had ended fatally bef re 
scarcely any of his friends were aware that 
he was really weaker to resist than usual. 
He was aware, however, that the end had 
come, and he gave those about him a com- 
forting aysurance that a)l was well. His 
last words were, “ Saved / Saved /! Safe!!!” 
and shortly afterwards, at half: past two, on 
Monday afternoon, Dec. 20th, he passed 
peacefully away to his eternal rest, 

—- of our readers will be glad to 
learn that, yielding to the solicitations of 
friends, Mr. Mimpriss had communicated 
the story of his life and work to the Rev. 
T. Slocombe, editor of The Systematic Bible 
Teacher, to be made public. 


HE GAVE—TEACHERS. 
(Thos. K. Beecher, in The Christian Union] 


VERY one knows what a teacher is. 

Do we not have school teachers by the 
thousand, music teachers by the hundred, 
modern language teachers by the score, 
and a scattering company besides who 
teach all sorts—wax flowers, monochro- 
matics, elocution, phonography, and what 
not? 

I ask attention to this great army of 
teachers in order to note the conditions 
under which they are willing to teach or 
can teach successfully. 

In our public schools, teachers meet 
their pupils six hours a day five days in 
the week; sometimes they require in addi- 
tion an hour or more of siudy at home. 
From three to six recitations are had each 





day. By this diligence, appreciable results 
are attained. 
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Teachers of music give from one to five 
lessons a week of an hour each—an hour 
devoted mainly to practice by the pupil 
under the eye of the teacher; and the 
pupil is expected, besides this practice, to 
devote from one to six hours each day to 
practice upon the instrument or with the 
voice. 

I find no sane person undertaking the 
office of teacher in any secular line of 
instruction who does not with the teaching 
require a certain amount of drill or prac- 
tice on the part of the pupil. He is to do 
a certain amount of specific work; so 
many hours a day to practice; so much 
study; so many recitations. 

But do we know what a teacher is in a 
Christian church? He, Christ, gave some 
pastors and some teachers. That is, the 
Holy Spirit of God endows some men as 
pastors, other men as teachers, others as 
prophets, others still as evangelists. I 
repeat, We know what a teacher is,—that 
I may ask the question: Have we any 
teachers in our churches who are really 
teaching in any such sense or with any 
such advantages as we find in our public 
schools or in the experience of private 
tutors anywt ere? 

Considering the Sunday-school, there is, 
say, three-fourths of an hour on Sunday 
bestowed to a fragment of a lesson. The 
aim of many teachers is to hold the atten- 
tion, and interest the class, so as to make 
them willing to come next Sunday. Here 
we have this spectacle:—a teacher under- 
taking, with the so-called Word of God, 
to teach children, meeting them three- 
fourths of an hour each week, with little 
or no preparation on the part of many 
teachers, less on the part of pupils, and 
little or no review, recitation, or drill after- 
ward | 

The question I raise is this: Would any 
school teacher in the land undertake to 
give a knowledge of arithmetic on such 
conditions? Will any widow lady impart 
the gift of making wax flowers with no 
better chance with her pupils than a Sun- 
day-school teacher has? Will any elocu- 
tionist accept a pupil and give him so 
much as twelve lessons, with no more con- 
tact or control of the pupil than the San- 
day-school teacher has of the Sunday-school 
scholar? 

Is a knowledge of the Word of God so 
peculiar that teichers can impart it to 
others who have not first gained it them- 
selves? or that accomplished teachers can 
impart it to others without any labor or 
recitation or drili to speak of? So much 
for the Sunday-school, 

In some dumb way preachers are often 
recognized as teachers—teachers of the 
Word of God. In our Protestant churches 
their principal function is the sermon. 

To the great company of painstaking 
preachers we address this question: Would 
you undertake to give a knowledge of 
arithmetic if you had no better chance at 
your class than you have at your people to 
whom you would give a knowledge of 
right and wrong, of sin and holiness, of 
repentance, faith, justification, effectual 
call, saints’ perseverance, and eternal life? 
Suppose you were a professor in a univer- 
sity, lecturing upon the specialty of modern 
English history, do you think you could 
do good work and graduate pupils credit- 
ably if you met them only as you meet 
your Sunday congregation—voluntarily, 
without previous study, a class of students 
requiring to have their attention arrested 
and then to have it held, and their taste 
gratified, so that they may evjoy coming 
to lecture? 

Is it possible to teach any human being 
anything much worth the learning, by 
talking to him a half hour a week, at arm’s 
length, in company with three or four 
hundred others who must all be attracted, 
interested, stimulated, and held? Can 
there be such a thing as education without 
study? increase of strength without exer- 
cise? rugged health and vigor without 
activity? 

A few lessons really taught, and after- 
wards drilled by repetition, will be found 
to be more influential than many and deep 
lessons thrown at people for them to say 
“T like that!” ‘‘ How interesting!” “ How 
striking !” aud then forget them. 

The conservative endurance of the Ro- 
man Catholic church is ascribable not 
mainly to what she teaches; for to the 
masses she teaches but little; but to the 
fact that her entire liturgic and ceremonial 
drill compels that little to be learned and 
to become a part of the consciousness of 
every devotee. For instance: 

The laity of the Roman Catholic church 
have not been taught the doctrine of the 





real presence in the holy eucharist by 
proof texts, preaching, or arguments— 
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words—so much as by the consistent be- 
havior of all, cld and young, in the 
churches whenever mass is said, the host 
elevated and the “real blood” drunk by the 
celebrant, and, at times, the “real body,” in 
precious little morsels, solemnly laid upon 
the tongue of the kneeling devotee. It’s 
the behavior and drill that propagate the 
faith peculiar to Rome; not the argument 
or preaching. 

It will be found that the power of all 
our churches to regulate deportment and 
develop character is ascertained not by the 
things said from the pulpit, but by the 
continuance of all the people in well or 
ill-doing for a term of years. What re- 
mains to our Sunday: school scholars of the 
fifty lessons of the year is not the lessons 
once taught and then forgotten; but so 
much of the exercises as are repeated every 
Sunday and all Sundays alike. 

And, in general, it is not what we per- 
ceive vividly now and then, but what we 
do habitually, that affects character. Only 
as teaching is translated by drill into be- 
havior, does it deserve the name of teach- 
ing. What we do from Monday to Satur- 
day teaches us far more than what we hear 
on Sunday. 

Frcm the foregoing considerations two 
things should appear: 

(1 ) Earnest pastors and religious teachers 
ought not to be discouraged or to condemn 
themselves painfully at the meagre results 
of their teaching. Except a church be 
willing to expend, in the study of the 
Word and the will of God, at least as much 
time as they would in learning the four 
ground rules of arithmetic, surely the 
teacher is exempt from responsibility. If 
he be ready and apt to teach, and they be 
not willing to learn, their ignorance and 
consequent sin shall be not upon him, but 
upon them, 

(2.) Sluggish, discontented churches may 
see the way that leads to spiritual life and 
knowledge of God. “Ye shall seek me 
and find me when ye seek for me with all 
your heart,’’ saith the Lord. 

For though a church may be gathered 
by the call of a prophet or evangelist, and 
stand averted from the world and converted 
toward God, yet will it make no progress 
except it ask and receive pastors and 
teachers, and within its peaceful fold 
deport itself to some sheeplike, childlike 
way of longing and learning. 





REPETITION. 
[From The Baptist Teacher.} 


\ E teachers are aiming at the spiritual 
upbuilding of our pupils. We have 
in God’s truth an instrument perfect! 
adapted to the work proposed. We nen | 
therefore, to use the truth over and over 
again. To teach, and repeat, and to per- 
severe at both, until the end is attained— 
perfection being reached; or, till we are 
called to our rest, which in all probability 
will be the first realized of these two con- 
tingencies. Isaiah tells how to do it when 
he says: “For precept must be upon pre- 
cept, precept upon precept ; line upon line, 
line upon line; here a little and there a 
little; for with stammering lips and an- 
other tongue will he speak to the people.” 

The way of salvation must be told and 
retold, enforced; and re-enforced. They to 
whom it most needs telling, have ears to 
hear, but yet hesr not. Sometimes they 
hear, but do not heed. Sometimes they 
heed for a time, but soon forget. Repeti- 
tion for these is the condition of impres- 
sion. The way of Christian living, and the 
demands of Christian doctrine, needs en- 
forcement upon the Christian pupil. One 
telling does not suffice. Over and over 
must these facts be communicated. A uni- 
form mode of statement soon grows weari- 
some. Hence arises the necessity of study, 
and of growth in divine knowledge, so that 
new phases of old truth may continually 
appear. It is not the variety of a medley 
that the teacher should aim to secure. He 
need not introduce a ceaseless succession 
of entirely independent subjects. Rather 
let his variety be as in those exquisite 
musical variations, where one familiar 
theme is ever uppermost, but surrounded 
and accompanied by all the effects possible 
to the orchestra, or instrument. The cross 
of Christ, and the life for God, are the two 
precious themes which shall run through 
all the praiseful variations of heaven, and 
we cannot too early catch the strain even 
here on earth. 

Our International lessons afford us splen- 
did opportunity for repeating the old story, 
with constantly sented aamaannaie . Was 
“Saul rejected?” Let us live to God, lest 
we also be. Was “ David anointed king?” 
So may we be anointed kings and priests 
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to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Did David slay Goliath ? Through David’s 
Son every foe of ours may be smitten down. 
But Dawid overcame by faith, and so must 
each of us. Thus from every lesson we 
may draw illustration of this point. To 
trust wholly in Christ, and to live wholly 
for him, are our two prime factors of in- 
struction. Fix these, and succeed, Fail 
at these and all is failure. Repeat; repeat 
at every opportunity, that pupils may be 
like Christ now, and may reign with him 
forever. Repetition by a studious and 
growing teacher is never monotonous, 





THE CHILD AT CHURCH. 


(The Rey. S.S. Weatherby, in Central Christian Ad- 
vocate, | 

T is of the greatest importance that the 
children of the Sabbath-school be more 
intimately associated with the church ser- 
vice of preaching. Children ought to be at 
the public preaching that they may early 
receive religious impressions from the pul- 
pit, and that they may at an early age form 
the habit of attending church. One has 
said we are a bundle of habits, and correct 
habit in this, as in all things else, is all im- 


portant. 

But how shall this be brought about? 
At present the children of the church do 
not attend preaching, and it may be se- 
riously questioned if we are not bringing 
up a non-church going generation. 

That they will graduate from the Sab- 
bath-school into the preaching service is 
not so clear—facts prove the contrary. 

Three services a Sabbath by many are felt 
to be wearisome, and devotion ceases when 
weariness begins. We suggest the follow- 
ing plan: Let the forenoon service be de- 
voted to Bible study by both old and 
young, perhaps not materially different 
from the present Sabbath-school work, but 
made more thorough and practical by the 
presence and aid of the pastor and the most 
competent teachers taken from the wisest 
and best men and women of the church. 
These things teach and exhort, said Paul. 
Christ went about the villages teaching. 
And the Holy Ghost shall teach you all 
things. One would think from much of 
the present style of preaching the command 
was, “These things orate once or-twice 
each week in the presence of the.peopile.” 
As there are few orators, the sermon-ora- 
tion is often a failure. If the fundamental 
idea of preaching is teaching, all can be 
teachers, and be successful. Knowledge 
precedes faith, and men and women most 
eminent for piety, are devoted students of 
God’s Word. Thus by a systematic and 
thorough study of the Scriptures the piet 
of the church wouid be increased and fait 
perfected. 

The aged need the presence of the young. 
It keeps their hearts young. Uihless ye 
become as little children ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. It would pre- 
sent a field of labor for them. Then we 
are all children, only some of us grown up, 
and if the Sabbath-school isso good a 

lace for the children, how much better 
or the old boys and girls? And why, 
even in social pleasures, should the yourg 
be divorced from the aged? The children 
need the presence and instruction of those 
having more experience. Young people 
are not averse to receiving religious in- 
struction from aged men and women of 
deep religious experience. Indeed, how 
much better qualified such are to impart 
instruction than girls in their teens, young 
men perhaps of no religious experience. 
The best instructed class I know is taught 
by an aged and wealthy mercnant. 

How touching the words of the aged 
Jobn, and how acceptable, “ Little chil- 
dren, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth.” 

Then what a field of labor would here 
be presented for the pastor. He could be- 
come intimately acquainted with both old 
and young. And at the close of the ser- 
vice the facts contained in the lesson hav- 
ing been considered in the various classes, 
he could apply the truth to the hearts and 
consciences of those before him, exhorting 
them now that they kuew these things, to 
do them. 

This service could be continued for a 
session of an hour and a quarter to an 
hour and a half without weariness. In 
the public schools there are four daily ses- 
sions of about an hour and a quarter each. 

The advantages of such a service are: 

1. The children would not form the bad 
habit of running away from preaching. 

2. They would be taught by the most 
competent men and women of the church. 

8. They would be present at preaching, 
for the pastor would teach, 


4, The aged would be benefited by the 
presence and enthusiasm of the young. 

5. The youth would be benefited by the 
moderation and counsel of the aged. 

6, It would destroy the baldmess of pub- 
lic service—none would sleep. 

7. And all this would extend the knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures, and build up the 
kingdom of heaven. 





WORK AND MONEY Our new method of in- 

+ troducing the Home Guen 
carries everything before it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don't be idle a day. Particulars free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Mass, 
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Provident Life and Trust Company 


OF PHiladecliphia. 


ASSETS *. = *. 7 7 
Similar to the “Friends’ Provident,” of 
Mortality. Prudent, straigh 


England. Risks not confined to Friends. 
ard, and economical management. Strictly Mutual. 
Business Men Wanted as Agents. 


- OVER $3,000,000. 
Low rater of 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. - + Assets, $1,559,853.76. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 





AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 


§. E. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets, 
ESTABLISHED 1850. 
ASSETS, JANUARY I, 1876, OVER $5,000,000. 


TRUSTEES. 

Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Gattell, 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 

H. H. Eldridge, 


George W. Hill, 

Alexander Whilldin, 

George Nugent, 

Hon. James Pollock, 

W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 

Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 


43 CHARTER PERPETUAL.“@t 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1418 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

Designed to meet the wants of Clergymen, Law- 
yers, Teachers, Business Men, and all classes of ad- 
vanced Students. Attention to Conversation and 
Oratory, as well as to Vocal Culture, a and 
Recitation. Chartered March, 1875. Grants Diplo- 
mas. Both sexes admitted. Next term opens Mon- 

day, pohruacy i¢ Send for gateinaee. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., Principal. 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
W No. 4036 CHESTNUT STREET, PHALADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG ES. 


Ee 
LADIES... 
This Boarding and Day School {s,) y 
situated in West Philadelphia, and tn: ms 
s of both city and country. For ch ” 


references address the Principal, Mrs. J. A. Us 
CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
1324 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia. 
SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 
Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book-keep- 
ing.” No classes. Se rooms for Ladies. 


Evening sessions, after 
circulars giving full particulars, 
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FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. — 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO., 


721 Chestnut St., 


PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 





NEW YORK. 


GARDEN SEEDS. 






WAYS FR 


1876. DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, 1876. 
Contains descriptive and ane list of Vegetable, 
Flower and Grass Seeds, Plants, Bulbs, Novelties, 
and every GARDEN REQUISITE. Beautifully il- 
lustrated. Send two three cent stamps for roma: 

elphia. 
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HENRY A. DREER, 714 Chestnut St., Phila 





Spooner’s Prize Flower Seeds. 
SPOONER’S 


FLOWER 
Boston Market Vegetable Seeds. 
SEEDS, ite cheaprant pant 
VEGETABLE. signe os our uiustrated ca 


SEEDS. | W. H. SPOONER, 





Boston, Mass. 


to 
cants. 
one of the 
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v1 egant 
ored od pinsen aad gives full 
scriptions, prices, and 
for planting over 1200 
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oses, &c., and is 
and Florist. 


D. M. FERRY & CO., 
Seedsmen and Florists, DETROIT, Mich. 





UNDERTAKERS. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO. 1216 BRACE ST., Philadelphia. 


Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at po ae during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATWOOD. 





JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Faraouna.”=~ | Furnishing Undertaker 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The highest grade of work +, 
the lowest price always given, 
Over 800 in use. 
Established in 1829. 

i Descriptive Circulars and 
| Specifications cheerfully fur-~ 


— ———= nished. Address 
E&G.G.HOoK & HASTINGS. BosTon.U.SA. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel qua, bere front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, a: good shooter, 
OB NO BALE; with Flask, Pouch and Wad-cutter. for 
815. Can be sent 0. O. D. with privilege to exami 
before paying bill. Send stamp for circular to P. 
POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 








SUCHKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Betablished in 1837 
Superior Bells of Gaqpes and Tin, 
mounted with the best Rotary Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Parma, 
‘actories, Court Houses, Fire 
El —_ Chimes, oo. Fully 








arrante 
Lilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 Bast Second St.,Cincinnaté 





ESTABLISHED 1853. 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other slate work on hand or made toorder. Fac- 
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AGENTS WANTED. 


INE BRISTOL VISITING CARDS. 
25. with your name beautifully printed, 
sent by return mail, on receipt of 10 cts. and 
Zcent stamp. I have 70 kinds of cards, a 
list of which, with samples, of 65 styles of 
printing and agents’ price list, will be sent 
with each new order; and I make the above 
offer, as I wish to introduce my cards into 
every family. 5 packs, 5 names, tooneaddress 
for 50cts. You will want more when you get 
the first lot. “More than pleased,’ “ Never 
was 80 well suited before,’ are almost unani- 
mous expressions I employ expert and skillful 
printers, and furnish the best of work, and printed 
nearly one million cards in Dee. 1875. Write name, 
town, and state plainly. Address W.C.CANNON, 
3) Kneeland Street, Boston, Mass. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


(SENTENNIAL 
HISTORY oF tHe U.S. 


The great interest in the thrilling history of our 
country makes this the fastest selling book ever pub- 
lished. It contains a full aceount of the Grand Cen 
tennial Exhibition. 

CAUTION.—Old, Incomplete, and_ Unreliable 
Works are being circulated; see that the book you 
buy contains 442 Fine Engravings, and 925 
pages. 

Send for circulars and extra terms to Agents. Ad- 
dress, National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


EXCELSIOR 
Carpet Stretcher 


TACK HAMMER 
COMBINED. 
The only device ever 
invented that will lay 

Carpets successfully. 


No more backaches ! 
Saves time, wemper, and labor. 













you 


Will be delight- 
ed with it. For 
sale by all Hard- 
ware, Furniture 
and Carpet deal- 
ers, or sent post- 
paid on receipt 
of $1.25. 

Send & got one now. 







Address, 


Excel. Mfg. Oo. 
151 Mich. Av’e, 
Chicago, Ils. 





17 CARDS Sarna 


AGENTS T=" GRAND NEW BOOK 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCIENCE with RELIGION ; or, 


MODERN SKEPTICISA MET on its OWN GROUND. 


day. ‘By the wuthor and most vital question of the 
a the author of “ScIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 
woman, and child wants to read it. It 
ren the the Christian for his faith, proves 
onderful discoveries of Science in harmony 

with God's Word, disproves the dall 


It sells be 
= ail expeotation. iet ager agent sol 3, second 17 
hee Led 81 ane week. Every- 
= - boysit Avoid sensational trash advertised 
a a blishers, and secure territory for this 
K, 


it. send for circular and terms to 
ZIEGLER & CO., "618 Arch St, Philadel 


40,000 of the Genuine 
L F AX INIT el ao 1a) oN 
already sold, demand increasing. Full of ay 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and more agents are needed at 
once. Profits are splendid. For particulars address, 


HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 








NEW BOOK FOR THE 1,000,000 
UR WESTrERN BORVER 
ae Hundred Years A 

A Graphic History of the Heroic Epoch of Ameri- 
can Border Life, Its thrilling conflicts of Red and 
White foes Exciting Adventures, Captivities, For- 
ays, Scouts, Pioneer women and boys. Indian war- 
paths, Camp life and Sports. A book for Old and 
Young. Nota dull page. No competition. Enor- 
mous sales, me ya everywhere. Circulars 
free Address C. McCURDY & CO., 26 S. Seventh 
Street, Philadelphia, vineetadieatam 


DO @ooD! DO GOOD! DO GooD! 
Agents Wanted for our new Authentic Book on 


MOODY & SANKEY, 


And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 
Here is a chance to make money and do great good. 
Send for circulars and see what eminent clergymen 
say of it. Beware of unauthorized comp Sell 
none bul the Genuine Edition. Address, 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, Conn., 


or, 18 eemastotl Street, Chgenge, ils. 


96 tn $00 pesers Bs. esmamr 


A WEEK te Agen ee and Young, Male an 
Mirra Terms and OUTFIT 
Ad Oo Veecune & Co,, Augusta, 
10 AGENTS WANTED for a New ous 
Work popular with all denominations. 


ear for first. 
class ad . &. Good. 
epeea & Co., 14 Barclay St,, N. ¥. 





$1 ao ba FR, Ta, 





_THE SUNDAY -SCHOOL TIMES. 


EW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEST 


SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS. 


HIGH SCHOOL CHOTR. 

An admirably arranged book for Academies, Sem- 
inaries, and High Schools. Songs in two, three, and 
four parts. $1.00. 

CHOICE TRIOS, 

For three Female voices. Full of the best of fine 
music for Seminaries. $1.00. 
AMERICAN SCHOOL MUSIC READERS. 


In three books, 35 cents, 50 cents, and 50 cents. Fine 
athe course for Primary and Grammar Schools. 
opus works are compilations of those 
pat teachers and composers, L. O. Emerson 
and W.38. Tilden. 


CHEEREUL VOICES. 
A very popular collection of School Songs. 50 cts. 


NATIONAL HYMN AND TUNE BOOK. 


(40 cents.) Contains the best collection of Sacred 
Music extant for opening and closing schools. 


We also call attention to those excelle nt collec- 
tions of Se hool Songs: “ Merry Chimes,” “ Golden 
Wreath,” “ Nightingale,” and ‘* Golden Robin,” each 
5O cents; to “ Deems’ Solfeggios,” ‘*Panseron’s A B 
C,” Perkin’s “ Orphean,” “ Hour of Singing,” all for 
the higher schools, Mason’s great Music Charts, $8.00, 
and Dr. Streeter’s treatise on ‘ Primary Elements,’ 
60 cents, 

All books sent by mail, post-free, for retail price. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 

Cc. H. Ditson & Co.,| J. E. Ditson & Co., 

Tit BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 


New York. Philadelphia. 


A. S. BARNES & CO. 


PUBLISH THIS DAY 


“Pres. Finney’s Autobiography.” 








MEMOIRS OF 


REV. CHARLES G. FINNEY, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


WITH PORTRAIT ON STEEL. 





This volume presents the experience and labors 
and thoughts of the eminent 


Evangelist, Preacher, and Teacher, 


covering a period of fifty years. It gives the history 
of great revivals in which he labored in the principal 
towns and cities of the 


Middle and Eastern States—in Rome, 
Utica, Rochester, Auburn, Buffalo, 
Syracase, Troy, New Lebanon, Wil- 

mivgtoa, Del... Philadelphia, 
Reading, Penn., New York 
City. Providence, Hart- 
ford, Boston, and 
many other 
places. 


m.. gives an account of his evangelistic labors in 

magne, continuing a year and a half in 1849-50, 

egain, a year and a half in England and Scot- 
land in 1859-60. 

It also presents his work in connection with Ober- 
lin College, during a period of forty years. 

The book is full of personal incidents illustrating 
the power of the gospel upon the hearts and lives ot 
men, and of practical maprticns for the promotion 
of revivals. It is also rich in its exhibition of per- 
sonal religious experience, and of the nature and 
the éfficacy of prayer 

Every ee and preacher, every Christian worker, 
will find in the book valuable suggestions, and a 
helpful stimulus in his work. 





Will be sent, post-paid by the Publishers, 
on the receipt of price, $2.00. 


11t & 113 WILLIAM ST., New York. 
113 & 115 STATE S8T., Chicago. 


THE SMALLER MAP OF 


THE HOLY LAND 


AND 


EAST OF THE JORDAN, 


By Prors. OsBorN & COLEMAN, 


Is just published, embodies all the important former 
and recent discoveries in the Lands East and West 
of the Jordan—to 1876. A Beautiful ornament for 
Study, Library, and Class-room. Size, 4 feet 6 inches 


and with important accompaniments, sent to all 
owners during this year, For Circulars address the 
Publisher, 
GEORGE CROSRY, 
Sunday Schoo] Depository, 
41 West Fourth St,, Cincianati, Ohio, 


aw 3 feet wide, Price, $5, delivered free to all parts, | 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Book 
ExTCHANGE 
MONTHLY, 


? CENTS a year. New, old, rare, curious, valu- 

able and cheap books supplied and wanted. 
r xchanged, sold or waned to ali parts of the United 
States. American Hook Exchange, 109 Ful- 
ton Street, New York P. O. Box, 4540. JOHN B. 
ALDEN, Manager. 


HOW 10 OBTAIN IT! 


All Sabbath-School workers are desirous of securing 
a copy of 


“The Teacher's Bible” 


OF WHICH 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES SAYS: 
“THE TEACHER'S BIBLE is a choice edi- 
tion of deserved and growing popularity. It 
is Similar to the best edition of Bagster’s, w.th 
advantages over that.” 





THE 


Ilinstrated Christian Weekly, 


Is a large 12-page paper, filled with choice reading 
and beautiful illustrations, published at 
the low price of 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents 


A YEAR, POSTPAID. 


We offer this paper and “ THE TEACHER’s BIBLE,” 
upon the following terms: 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($15) 
will entitle the sender to one of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in morocco, limp sides. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($20) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in morocco, bevelled board 
gilt roll, ete. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($25) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, bound in Levant, limp sides. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($30) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach- 
er’s Bible, Levant, kid lined. 


new subscribers, sent us with the money ($37.50) 
will entitle the sender to one enpy of the large 
od nt edition of the Teacher's Bible, Levant, kid- 
ined, protecting edges, pockets, etc. 
— — 


Circulars descriptive of these Bibles and sample 
pages sent free. Bibles delivered without extra 
charge at any of our agencies, or sent by express 
when desired. 


Specimen copies of the ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN 
WEEKLY free on application. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
No. 150 Nassau St., New York, or 


No. 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


TUDIES 


BY SEP. WINNER, 
JUST PUBLISHED. 


Book No. 1, for Organ and Piano. [Bass. 

Book No. 2, for Vio ‘- Viola, Violoncello, and Double- 
Book Ne. 3, for Flute, Fife ,Piceolo, Flageolet and Clarionet 
ma Either book in board covers, $1; in paper, 75 cts. 

One sample copy each, postpaid, bo ards, 75 cts.; paper, 
5O cts. 


WHITNEY S MUSICAL GUEST 


Fee we76 ' will contain $24 worth of New Music. 
¥ ation of any music al journal in the 
Y — Sketches of Travels, 
t ‘ yf “sen I 8 are 
i¢ 8128. $1. 10 per year, in advance. Spec imen 


SONG “we BIBLE 


BOOK OF GEMS for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Contains new Hymns and Tunes be. best writers; a 
e 1 every Bible on and Sunday 
ted to the Popular Praise Meet- 
cts : , Se 60 per doz, 





ened 







W. W. WHITNEY, FOLEDO, O. 





Wy earre WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 
for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 
lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send for a spe- 

cimen before ordering your Sunday-school Paper 

for 1876, icrR RED MARTIE 
33 Par Seventh Street, P 








B ated ™ hehine 


saw PUBLICATIONS. 








Lie Bes Violets Carnations. Geraniums, i 


the Greenbrook & Paterson City Nurseries 


Mail 12 Choice Varieties for $1, or 5 for 50 cts. with 3 
Chromescra Fine Lilium Grati 


Alten C ° 25. 
Tho x 887, Pate Foon J. 


Address J. GREIVES, Sec 


CHOWK GIFT BOOKS 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1512 Chestnut &St., ee Pa. 


Ganson AY) 
T. De Witt Talmage, Editor 





Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 


Readers Never Before Presented. 


EDITORIALS 
WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 


SERMONS 
EVERY WFEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 





EVERY 





EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 


A GOOD YEAR,” 

A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says: 
* Please God, it shall be the best story I have ever written. 
Asonts , XAT amtoa 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
The United States 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 
TERMS :—$5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, ' 


102 Chambers Street, New York. j 


IN EW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 

DEACON G'BSN’ ENEWY. 
een Story. By Mrs. A. K. 
-rice S1.25. 

WeRD PICTURES. six 
$2.10. 

ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 

MR WARNERS’ HOUSEHOLD. 
cents. 

THE PAWN OF LIGHT. 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 

THE PEDDLER OF LA GRANGE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Price 55 cents. 


A Capital Tem 
Dunning. I6mo. 


3o0ks in a Box. 


Price 55 


A Story of the 


Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


THE 


=) 00 


ONGREGATION. 


A CHURCH MUSIC BOOK ON AN EN: 
TIRELY NEW PLAN. 


By GEORGE F. ROOT. 


One bundred and fifty Musical Services, each be- 
ginning with words and music for the Choir, and 
ending with Standard Hymns and Tunes for Choir 
and Congregation. 

In a new and ele 
320 es, $2 single, 
$12 a dozen. 

Either book sent by mail on receipt of retail price. 

Circulars and specimen pages free. 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 





nt form. Cloth, tinted paper, 
18 a dozen; boards, $1. 50 single, 


By McGRANAHAN AND CASE. 


4w&@-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel elementary course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experienced men, and fully meets the wants of pro- 
gressive teachers. It is the most succesful Conven- 
tion Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen ; single 
sample copy, 75 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY 


J0HN CHURCH «& ©CO., 
CINCINNATI, 0, 


ORK 


and Canada, * 








| 


























